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ata eo Il: wiion being “ur the following : 1d- 
page 1] of the bill, line nine, section two, (which || ing question being upon the following amend 


section makes appropriations for the present fiscal 


year, the first section applying to the next fiscal 


year,) to strike out the proviso, ‘that no part 
of this appropriation shall be used in payment or 
liquidation of any sum due on any exisung con- 
tract for engraving or printing bonds or notes, 
attached to the appropriation of $100,000 for ne- 
cessary expenses of carrying the loan acts into 
effect. 

The amendment was agreed to. ' 

The next amendment was on page 12, line 
thirty-one, section two, to insert: 

For a deficiency on account of papering and painting the 
President’s House in the autumn ot 1861, 34,009. 

Mr. WILKINSON. [should like some expla- 
nation concerning that and the succeeding amend- 
ment. I desire to know what they are. I did 
suppose that the usual appropriation of a large 
amount for fitting up the President’s House was 
made at the last session of the last Congress. I 
should like to know something about these items. 

Mr. PEARCE. 1 will give such explanation 
as I can. The explanation is furnished in a letter 


of the Commissioner of Public Buildings. I ought | 
to state first that soon after the inauguration of | 


the President, a gentleman was appointed Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings and Grounds, who 
at the special session of Congress was not con- 
firmed by this body, and he went out of office. 
The present Commissioner is not responsible for 


the state of things which renders this appropria- | 


tion necessary. 
ISSUE OF TREASURY NOTES. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Ifthe Senator from Mary- 
land will give way for a minute, I ask his permis- | 
sion to enable me to request the Senate to lay | 
aside this bill temporarily on account of a matter | 
which I hold in my hand, which is a bill of im- | 


portance to be acted on now in order that it may 
be sentto the House of Representatives at once. 
| have just received a letter from the Treasury 
Department, which I will read: 
‘TREASURY DeparTMENT, February 7, 1852. 

Sir: The condition of the Treasury requires immediate 
legislative provision. What you said this morning leads me 
to think that the bill which passed the House yesterday will 
hardly be acted upon by the Senate this week. Until that 
bill shall receive the final action of Congress, it seems ad 
visable to extend the provision of the former acts so as to 
allow the issue of at least $10,000,000 in United States notes 
in addition to the $50,000,000 heretofore authorized. I trans 
mit a bill framed with that object which will, [ trust, meet 
your approval and thatof Congress. Immediate action on it 
is exceedingly desirable. 

Yours, truly, 
Hon. WittiaM P. Fessenpen, 

Chairman Committee Finance, Senate. 


S. P. CHASE. 


The bill is a very short one, and I will read it: 


A Bill to authorize an additional issue of United States 
notes. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the Treasury, in | 


addition to the $50,000,000 of notes payable on demand, of 
denominations not less than five dollars, heretofore author 
ized by the acts of July 17 and August 5, 1861, be and he-is 
hereby, authorized to issue like notes and for like purposes 
to the amount of $10,000,000, which said notes shall be 
deemed part of the loan of $250,000,000 authorized by said 
acts. 

[ will state that this has just been received by 
me. It has not been submitted to the Finance 

; : ; 

Committee, but the emergency is known to all. 
nm . : . °°. 
The bill is simple and easily understood, and I 


presume there will be no objection to passing it | 


now. Atall events, I ask the unanimons consent 
of the Senate to enable me to introduce the bill 
without notice, and to have it considered now. 
By unanimous consent, leave was granted to in- 
troduce the bill (S. No. 190) to authorize an ad- 


ditional issue of United States notes; and it was | 


read three times, and passed. & 
CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 154) 


making appropriations for sundry civil expenses 
of the Government for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1863, and additional appropriations for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1862, was re- 
sumed as in Committee of the Whole, the pend- 
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ment: 

For a deficiency on account of papering and painting th 
President’s House in the autumn of 1861, $4,500, 

Mr. PEARCE. I will now answer the inquiry 
of the Senator from Minnesota. The Commis- 
sioner of Public Buildings says: 

** An estimate is contained in estimates sentin (see page 
128, printed estimates) for deficiency on account of paint 
ing and papering the President’s House in the summer and 
autumn of 1861, $4,590. This estimate has been entirely 
omitted in the appropriation bill.”? 


The sum of $6,000 was appropriated during 
the last year for repairing and putting in order 


the President’s House, before his entry upon the 

office. When the present Commissioner came into 

office he found that the entire appropriation had 
. , : . 1 

been exhausted, and that a considerable amount 

of work had been done over and above what had 


been appropriated. THe says: 


‘The painting was done, by a written order of the Sec 
retary of the Interior, by Messrs. Parker and Spaulding; 
and the paper was purchased and delivered at the Presi 
dent’s House by Messrs. Carryl & Co., of Philadelphia, by 
the written order of W.S8. Wood, Esq., my predecessor in 
office. The United States have the benefit of the labor and 
material, and the money is now due to the persons above 
named. These are the facts, which I have telt it my duty 
to state, and I respectfully submit the matter to the justice 
of the committee.” 


There is nothing further to be said about it than 
that the President of the United States is evidently 
incapable, in the midst of the multifarious and op- 
pressive duties which call upon him, to pay any 
|| personal attention to this expenditure of $6,000 
for the repairs of the White House. I have seen 
the house since the completion of the repairs, and 
I do not think it is finished in a manner exces- 
sively gaudy or expensive. The fact is not to be 
denied that the appropriation has been exceeded; 
nor can it be denied that the officer under whose 
direction this was done has not acted properly 
He, however, is now out of office; we cannot get 
at him. The money has been spent upon the 
house; the appropriation has been exceeded; and 
the question with us is, whether we shall allow 
this payment to be refused; whether the United 
States, who are the owners of the house, and who 
are certainly as much interested as the President 
himself in having the house properly repaired and 
decorated, shall take the benefit of this expend- 
iture and decline to pay the money. I hope the 
Senate will allow it without any difficulty. 

The amendm«e 


n 
noes not counted. 


t was agreed to—ayes nineteen, 


The next amendment was to inse1 


| t, \ r tha 
| just adopted: 
To enable the Commissioner of Public Buildings to pay 
: _ 
the bill of William H. Carry! & Brother, for turniture for 
the President’s House, $6,858 80. 
The amendment was agreed to: 


Mr. PEARCE. Lhavean amendment to come 
in at the end of the first section: 

For support, care, and medical treatinent of forty tran 
sient paupers, medical and surgical patients, in some proper 
medical institution in the city of Washington, to be selected 
by the Commissioner of Public Buildings, $6,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GRIMES. I offer the following amend- 
ment to the bill as an independent section: 


And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treas 
ury be, aud he is hereby, authorized and empowered to scil 
the property of the United States in the city of Burlington, 
Iowa, upon which is the United States marine hospital, first 
giving thirty days’ notice of the time, place, and terms ot 
sale; orif he shall deem it more expedient for the Govern 
ment to retain the title to said property, that he be authe 
ized to discharge all officers and servants of the Government 
connected therewith, and to close the hospital. 


| thisamendment. It proposes to sell or else to clos 
|| an hospital in the town in which I live, where it 
|| would be supposed that I would have some inter- 

est perhaps in keeping up the establishment, as th: 


persons who are appointed to office there are my 
frnds, and have been appointed perhaps slightly 


under my influence. But I will say that it is of 


no earthly benefit to the Government, and ought 
|| to be abolished, and I want to avail myself of this 


I have only a single word to say in behalf of 


occasion to set an example of self-sacrifice, of dis- 
interested patriotism to gentlemen. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. i should like to in juire 
of the Senator from Lowa if he knows how much 
that building cost? 

Mr. ( *RIMES., Th building cost the ( TOVEeET n 
ment about sixteen thousand dollars and is kept 
up at an expense of about two thousand three 
hundred dollars a year. I know of only one per- 
son who was ever in it as a legitimate patient 
although it has been in operation some time. 
There may have been others, though, that I do 
not know anything about. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I would suggest to the 
Senator from [owa that if he wishes to do any 
thing in reference to hospitals, it properly ex mes 
in as an amendment to the bill where appropria 
tions are made for the supportof hospitals. ‘This 
bill has no connection with anything of the sort, 
as I understand. 

Mr. SHERMAN. They are in this bill. 

Mr. GRIMES. I would direct the attention of 
the Senator to the thirteenth page of the bill, 
where it says: 


Forsupport of patients in the Government hospital, 25,000 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That is the Government 
hospita! in this city. 

Mr. GRIMES. Which one? {t is not the in 
sane hospital, for we have already made appro- 
priations for that elsewhere. This relates just as 
much to hospitals as any bill we are likely to have 
before us. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I would much prefer in 
making sales hereafter of public property, that, 
to prevent combinations and arrangements among 
purchasers, the Government should advertise to 
receive written proposals without men understand- 
ing each other beforehand. It is not peculiar to 
this sale, but to all sales of the kind; 1 think 
they should not be made privately, or by having 
bids made upon the ground ore tenus, by which 
they understand each other, and can malce all 
sorts of combinations. I desire that propos 
may be invited, and that men shall putin written 
bids. 

Mr. PEARCE. There isa provision al ady 
in this bill that carries out the idea of the Senator 
from lowa. After appropriating for the relief of 
sick and disabled seamen, there isa proviso which 
is now in the bill, and was in the bill as it came 
to us from the House of Representatives, in these 
words: 

Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
authorized to rent either of the several marine hospitats to 
the proper authorities of the cities, towns, or counties in 
which said hospitals are located, and contract with such 
authorities for the relief of the sick and disabled seamen 
who are entitled to relief under the aet of 3d of May, 1802, 
and in cases of infectious diseases to make such regulations 
for their relief as he deems expedient. 

I confess that for one, while I think many of 
these marine hospitals are entirely unnecessary, 
and while it would be very proper to sell them 
under ordinary circumstances, yet at present it 
seems to me to be much more judicious that w 
should endeavor to rent them. If we sell them 
now we shall certainly not get the value for them. 
lf the information [ have of the sales of property 
in lowa be truce, the Government would sell it for 
“a sone, We had better rent it, and make the best 
terms we can under the provision of the bill which 
| have just re ad, leaving a sale to be provided for 
at some future tim 


Mr.GRIMES. Ifany rentleman here supposes 


that I have any desire, or thatany connected with 
i¢ has any desire to secure this property for his 
own special benefit, | beg leave to say that such 
snot the truth. 
Mr. PEARCE. T have not made the least aug- 
restion of the kind, and I wender that t 
tor has mad » the re m ik, for I did not lutimate 
anything which could be construed into it. 
Mr. GRIMES. I know that; but I heard in- 
mations elsewhere that might lead one to sup- 
) that something » kind was the case, 
Mr. PEARCE. Ido not think the Senator is 
capable ofany such thing. 


| Mr. GRIMES. This hospital was built by the 


ne 


a 


=» 


‘ 










706 


t ata cost of $16,000. An officer of the 
it out there tolocate it, and he placed 
of a bluff, off any road and beyond 
the reach of anybody. Ido not believe that the 
fay it was ce mpleted, in JR55, it ex the 

six thousand dollars, although the 
(government paid $16,000; and ] do not believe 
that it could have been sold, land and all, at any 
time, for $5,000. Ido not care about selling it. 
The provision I have offered is, that the Secretary 
of the Treasury, if he deems it most expedic nt 
that it should be closed, shall close it up and save 
the leakage of $2,500 now paid to officers; butif it 
is sold and imprope rly sold, the responsibility will 
nor upon Congress, but upon the 


Governme! 
Army Was 


cone 


w?cior over 


not upon me 
' 


itleman in whose judgment and discretion Sen- 
{ ‘ mnfidi nee, l 


Lors nere prot 3 to have so much ec 


leave the whole matter in the hands of the Secre- 
tary of the ‘Treasury; and if he desires to sell it, 
in sell it; if he desires to close it and save 


two thousand five hundred or three tho isand dol- 


lars of money to the Treasury annually, let him 
close it ' ’ 

In regard tothe point to which the Senator from 
Marvland has called my attention, that clause 
merely authorizes the Seeretary of the Treasury 
to lease these institutions to the city governments 
orto su h othe r parties as h chooses. | do not 


believe this hospital can be leased; and if it can- 
not be leased, the organization goes on prt cisely 
as it 18 at present. 

But, sir, I have satisfied my conscience and my 
constituents, who have been writing to me on the 
subject, and who expect to be burdened with di- 
rect taxation, by calling the attention of the Sen- 
ate to it,andif they choose to vote itdown I shall 
be satisfied. 2 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FOOT. Iam directed by the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds to propose an 
amendment, to insert on the 6th page, between 
lines one hundred and thirty-one and one hundred 
and thirly-two, the following: 


For additional fixtures, and lighting and repairing the 
building and footways of the custom-house and post office 
u Georgetown, District of Columbia, $250, or so much 
herco may be necessary. 

The Mayor of Georgetown called on the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and stated tothem that 
the roof of that building was leaky, and that the 


building was suffering injury and decay in con- 
sequence of that leakage; and that some other re- 
pairs were required in order to prevent its decay. 
He asked for an appropriation of $500. The 
committee were satisfied that $250 would make the 
necessary repairs, so far as to preserve the build- 
ing from further decay. 

Che amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I move to amend the bill, 
by inserting in page eight, line 171, after the word 
‘« birds,’’ the words *‘ and for investigations to test 
the practicability of preparing flax as a substitute 





. ss ' 
for cotton,’’ so as to make the clause read: 

For coll ion of agricultural! statistics, investigations for 
promoting agriculture and rural economy, and the procure 


ment, propagation, and distribution of cuttings 
of new and useful varieties, and for the introduction and 
protection of insectivorous birds, and for investigations to 
test the practicability of preparing flax as a substitute for 
cotton, 369,000. 

Mr. PEARCE. I do not believe that this will 
result in anything more beneficial than the $3,000 
we appropriated the othe rday to buy cotton seeds 
for distribution north of latitude 389; but 
much as it does not increase the appropria 


and seeds 


inas- 
tion, | 
shall make no objection to the amendment. 

The amendment was acreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection, the question will be taken on concurring 
in the amendments made as in Committee of the 
Whole, all together. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I wisha separate vote on 
the two amendments in regard to the President’s 
i Iouse. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then thequestion 
will be on concurring in all the amendments save 
the two indicated by the Senator from Minnesota. 

The remaining amendments were concurred in. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first excepted 
amendment is to insert. 

For a deficiency on account of papering and painting the 
President’s House during the autumn of 1861, $4,500. 


Mr. WILKINSON. My objection to this 
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amendment is, in the first place, that Congress ap- 
propriated an adequate amount, the usualamount, 
last year for repairs to the President’s House. 
It appears that Mr. Wood, who was appointed 
Commissioner of Public Buildings, has made this 
extraordinary expenditure, which I believe, in- 
cluding both the amendments, amounts to $11,358. 
I have not looked at the appropriation bills, but I 
understand that $20,000 has been the ordinary 
appropriation—— 

Mr. PEARCE. For furnishing the house, but 
not for repairs. The ordinary appropriation for 
repairs has been $6,000. The ordinary appropri- 
ation for furnishing the house every fourth year 
has been $20,000. ’ : 

Mr. WILKINSON. For furniture the expend- 
iture overruns the appropriation $6,858. This Mr. 
Wood was appointed Commissioner of Public 
Buildings, and was not confirmed by the Senate. 
The President of the United States took it upon 
himself to reappoint him; but the Senate refused 
to confirm his nomination. And here are the fruits 
of that act on the part of the President. The 
House of Representatives, I am told, struck out 
these provisions; and [ am unwilling in these 
times, when so much is being said about retrench- 
ment, that the Senate should set an example of 
voting this additional sum of $11,000. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Tlie question is on 
concurring in the amendment made as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. WILKINSON called for the yeas and 
nays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think my friend from 
Minnesota could not have listened to the explana- 
tion which was given of these two items at the 
time he moved them, by the Senator from Mary- 
land, or he would not have made the objection he 
has to them. I do not know that Mr. Wood had 
much to do with this expenditure. Last year we 
made what is called the ordinary appropriation 
for the first year of $20,000 for the repairs and 
new furniture, &c., in the President’s House. I 
am informed that in the first year of Mr. Buchan- 
an’s administration $28,000 was expended, instead 
of $20,000. This carries it up to about $30,000. 
‘The explanation that was given for it was that in 
the very multiplicity of the affairs of the Govern- 
ment, as we all know, the President had no time 
to see to the expenditure for furnishing the house 
himself, or to give any personal attention to it 
whatever, and it has necessarily been left to oth- | 
ers, and more money has been expended in fur- 
nishing the house than was appropriated. The 
first item, as my friend will see, is for papering 
and painting, which is well spent, $4,000, and the 
rest is for furnishing the house. 

I have not made a very particular examination 
of the furniture, but I am very willing to trust to 
the honorable Senator from Maryland, who cer- 
tainly cannot have the slightest motive—and if 
he had would not yield to it—to color the matter 
atall. He states that in his judgment the house 
although well furnished, is none too well, and 
none too richly for the President’s House. In 
| fact, it is plain, handsome furniture, such as the 

President ought to have ina mansion occupied by 
him as the Executive Mansion. Under these cir- 
cumstances, as he has not been able personally 
to supervise it, and the bills have thus run on to 
something more than was appropriated, | do not 
see any reason why we should treat him differ- | 
ently from all other public officers who have ex- 
pended a little over a specific appropriation for 
the benefit of the community, which, in this case, 
is represented in the building itself. The country 
has the benefit of it; it owns the property. ‘ 
not think we should oblige him to pay the bills 
himself, or make any reflection whatever upon 
the expenditure of the appropriation. 

These are the simple circumstances; and in the 
unanimous judgment of the committee, I believe 
it was deemed no more than proper that these 
bills should be paid. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I understood from the 
Senator from Maryland that these expenditures 
were made by Mr. Wood. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. He was Commissioner 

_ of Public Buildings at the time; but how much he | 
had to do with the personal supervision of itgwe | 
do not know; I presume very little. It was made 


under the direction, unquestionably, of some of | 
the President’s family; and as there is nothing 
| that is gorgeous about it or unbecoming the Re- 
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| taken about that; but at all events the 
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public, nothing more than fitting furniture, I real y 
think we should make this appropriation without 
objection. 

Mr. BROWNI NG. If the Senator from Mi: e 
nesota will permit me, I wish to correct some of 
the statements that he no doubt has made under 
a misapprehension of the facts in regard to this 
matter. According to my recollection, this Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings was not rejected 
by the Senate at all. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I did not state that. | 
stated that the Senate refused to confirm him, or 
neglected to do it. 

Mr. BROWNING. His nomination fell by 
not having been acted upon. ; 

The other fact to which I wish to call the at- 
tention of the Senator is this: these expenditures 
are not a consequence of the reappointment of 
that Commissioner at all. They were all made 
prior to the adjournment of the session of Con- 
cress. The Government, as stated by the mem- 
ber of the Committee on Finance who has this 
matter in charge, has received the benefit of al! 
these expenditures, and I think we ought to pay 
them. Ido not wish to go into the matter fur- 
ther than to state that the Senator is mistaken iy 
supposing that this excess has arisen in conse- 
quence of the reappointment of Mr. Wood at all, 

Mr. WILKINSON. I think the Senator from 
Illinois must be mistaken. His appointment was 
made shortly after the President entered upon the 
duties of his office, and we adjourned on the 28th 
of March, I think. 

Mr. BROWNING. His nomination was be- 
fore usin July. It was not before us in March. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Perhaps I may be mis- 

el 
should have known that Mr. Wood was a very 
improper person to be appointed to such a place. 


| Whether these expenditures were made before 


| or after the adjournment of the extra session of 


Congress or not, I am unable to say; but certain 


| it is that he did not discharge the duties of his 


office very faithfully while he was in it, and the 
President had no right to judge from his ante- 


| cedents that he was a fit man to place in any such 


position. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ido not think Mr. Wood 
had anything to do with it at all. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I understand these are 
duties that have ordinarily devolved on the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The expenditures are un- 
der the direction of the President generally, and 
it was so in this instance. The direction was 
necessarily a general one. Of course he could 
not give his attention to all the details. We all 
know the reason. 

Mr. WILKINSON. 
the President did it himself, it certainly ought not 
to be allowed. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not think he did it 
himself. I said these expenditures are ordinarily 


|| made under the direction of the President person- 
| ally; they are for the President’s House; and that, 


in this instance, we all know the President could 
give no personal supervision to it, and probably 
knew nothing about it whatever. That is the 
simple statement of it. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 


| resulted—yeas 31, nays 4; as follows: 


| Foot, Foster, Harlan, Harris, Henderson, Howard, Johu 





YEAS —Messrs. Anthony, Browning, Chandler, Clark, 
Collamer, Cowan, Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, 





son, Kennedy, King, Lane of Indiana, Latham, Morrill, 


'| Pearce, Pomeroy, Rice, Sherman, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Wil 
| levy, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Wilson of Missouri—v! 


ldo | 


NAYS—Messrs. Grimes, Powell, Trumbull, and Wilkin- 
son—4. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is on concurring in the following amendment, 
made as in Committee of the Whole: 

To enable the Commissioner of Public Buildings t )) 


the bill of William H. Carry] & Brother for furniture tor | 
Presidgnt’s House, $6,858 80. 


The amendment was concurred in. ! 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossc®, 
and the bill to be read a third time. It was read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. HARLAN. I desire to call the attention 
of the Committee on Finance to the two hundr 
and sixteenth line of this bill. There is phrase, 
ology in that section that is a little peculiar, a0 


My reply to that is, if 
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I desire to know the reason of it. The clause 
now reads: 

« For surveying the public lands in Oregon, to be dis 
bursed at the rates now authorized by law, $0,009. 

I desire to ask the Senator who seems to have 
control of this bill the necessity for the insertion 
of this phrase, ‘* to be disbursed at the rates now 
authorized by law.”’ 

Mr. PEARCE. I do not know that I can give 
the Senator a very satisfactory explanation ol 
that. I imagine it was thought, if we adopted the 
rates authorized by law, we could not possibly 
make any mistake. I suppose it was designed to 
prevent any departure from the law. I find the 
estimate in that language, and the committee fol- 
lowed the estimates—“ for surveying the public 
lands in Oregon, to be disbursed at the rates now 
authorized by law.’? The same language Is used 
in relation to Washington Territory. Iam under 
the impression that we have at some former time 
allowed rates exceeding those usually fixed by 
law. This isa return to the legal provision. 

Mr. CLARK. The Committee on Public Lands 
have had under consideration the surveying of 
lands in that State and in other places. It is 
thoucht that the rate is too high, and that some 
alteration had better be made. 1 suggest that by 
the unanimous consent of the Senate, the word 
‘‘now’’ before ** authorized,’”’in the two hundred 
and sixteenth line, and also in the two hundred 
and nineteenth line, might be stricken out, and 
then the provision would be unobjectionable. ‘That 
could be done, I suppose, if nobody has any ob- 
je ction. ’ s ‘ 

”“ Mr. PEARCE. I make no objection to it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That change will 


be made in the bill by the unanimous consent of 


the Senate. 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
Mr. FOOT. I move that when the Senate ad- 
journs to-day, it be to meet on Monday next. 
The motion was agreed to. 
CAPTURE OF FORT HENRY. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I have a little communica- 


tion here that I desire to introduce by way of epi- 
sode, and I hope it will be read for the informa- 
tion of the Senate. Ido not think there can be 
any objection to it. It is so seldom that we get 
a thing of the kind here, that I think we should 
have it read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Tennessee sends the following communieation to 
the desk, and asks that itbe read. It willbe read. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

United States Frac STEAMER CINCINNATI, 
Orr Fort Henry, ‘TENNESSEE, 
February 6, 1802. 
Hon. G. Wetues, Secretary of the Navy: 

‘The gunboats under my command—Essex, Commander 
Porter; Carondelet, Commander Walke ; Cincinnati, Com- 
mander Stembel; St. Louis, Licutenant Commanding Paul- 
ding; Conestoga, Lieutenant Commanding Pheips; T'ay- 
lor, Lieutenant Commanding Quinn ; and Lexington, Lieu- 


tenant Commanding Shirb—after a severe and rapid fire of 


one hour and a quarter, have captured Fort Henry and have 
taken General Lloyd Tilghman and his staff with sixty men 
as prisoners. The surrender to the gunboats was uncon 
ditional, as we kept an open fire upon them until their flag 
was struck. In half an hour after the surrender [ handed 
the fort and prisoners over to General Grant, commanding 
the army, on his arrival at the fort in force. The Essex 
had a shot in her boilers, and after fighting most effectively 
for two thirds of the action was obliged to drop down the 
river, as I hear that several of her men were scalded to 
death, including the two pilots. She with the other gun- 
boats, officers and men, fought with the greatest gallantry. 
re Cincinnati received thirty-one shots, and had one man 
killed and eight wounded, two seriously. The fort, with 
twenty guns and seventeen mortars, was defended by Gen- 
eral Tilghman with the most determined gallantry. I wili 
Write as soon as possible. I have sent Lieutenant Com- 
manding Philips and three gunboats after the rebel gunboats. 
A. H. FOOTE, Flag Officer. 
_Mr. JOHNSON. I merely wished to have that 
dispatch read by way of refreshing the Senate, 
that we might see that the Union is going along. 
PRINTING OF PAPERS. 
Mr. LATHAM. I renew the motion I made 
a short time since, that the papers now in pos- 
session of the Committee on Finance in relation 
sr the appropriation for printing Treasury notes 
€ printed for the use of the Senate. 
The motion was agreeed to. 
MILITARY CLAIMS. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Lam directed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance to report back a joint resolution 
providing for the payment of the awards of the 


commissioners to investigate the military claims 
in the department of the West, with two amend- 
ments, and to ask its consideration now. It is 
very brief, and I suppose will not give rise to any 
debate whatever. 

There being no obje ction, the Senat ,asinCom- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 


joint resolution (S. No. 22) providing for the 


payment of the awards of the commission to in- 


vestigate the military claims in the department 


| ofthe West. It directs that the sums allowed to 


be due from the United States to individuals, com- 
panies, or corporations by the commission here- 
tofore appointed by the Secretary of War for the 
investigation of military claimsagainst the depart- 


| ment of the West, composed of David Davis, 
| Joseph Holt, and Hugh Campbell, now sitting at 


St. Louis, shall be deemed to be due and payable, 
and are to be paid by the disbursing officers, in 
each case, upon the presentation of the voucher 
with the commissioners’ certificate thereon in any 
form plainly indicating the allowance of the ¢l im, 
and to what amount; and this is to apply to all 
cases allowed by the commission during their 
sitting, as well hereafter as heretofore. 

The first amendment reported by the commit- 
tee was, to insert, after the word * officers,’’ in 
the thirteenth line, the words, *‘ either in St. Louis 
or Washington;’’ so that the clause will read: 

And shall be paid by the disbursing officers either in St. 


Louis or Washington, in each case upon the presentation 
of th® voucher, &e. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 


| strike out the last clause of the bill, in the follow- 


ing words: 

This to apply to all cases allowed by said commission 
during their sitting, as well hereafter as heretofore. 

And to insert in lieu thereof: 

This resolution shall apply only to claims allowed on ac 
count of subsistence, clothing, quartermaster’s property, 
arms, transportation of arms, and supplies. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
as amended, and the amendments were concurred 
in,and the joint resolution ordered to be engrossed 
for athird reading. It was read the third time, and 


| passed, 


PAY OF ARMY OFFICERS. 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I now move 


to take up the bill, which was postponed this 


morning, to define the compensation of officers of 


the Army. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


in Committee of the Whole, resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill (S. No. 175) to define the pay 
of certain officers of the Army, and for other pur- 
wOses, 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I have 
moved to take up the bill for the purpose of leav- 
ing it as the order on which we adjourn, so that 
on Monday it will have precedence as unfinished 
business; and | therefore move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
I’rnipay, February 7, 1862. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. T. H. Stockton. : 

The Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

Mr. NOELL. 1 ask the unanimous consent 
of the Llouse to re cord my vote on the Tre asury 
note bill, which was passed on yesterday. I left 
the House with no idea that the final vote would 
then be taken. 

There was no ¢ bjection. 

Mr. NOELL. I ask, then, that my vote be re- 
corded in the affirmative. 2 

It was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. STEVENS. I rise to a question in refer- 
ence tothe Journal. A mistake was made in the 
wording of my substitute for the Treasury note 
bill offered yesterday. Before my substitute was 
presented, the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Rice] asked me to accept his amendment 
making the time five years, instead of twenty 
years. By inadvertence the words, **that the semi- 
annual interest shall be paid in coin,’’ were per- 
mitted to remain in that amendment. The gen- 


terday. 


tleman from Massachusetts consented that those 
words should be stricken out; but the amendment 
by some accident passed with these words “ pay- 
abie in coin’? in. Unless there is unanimous con- 
sent I do not ask that the mistake shall be cor- 
rected. It was not the fault of the clerks, but the 

fault of the House, in not having the amendment 
read. It can, however, be corrected in the Sen 

ate. In another part of the bill itis provided that 
the interest shall not be payable in coin; and un 

less this correction be made the provisions as they 
now stand will be incongruous. Therefore, if 
there be no objection, I ask that the correction be 
made, : 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Is it not necessary to 
have the interest payable in coin? ; 

Mr.STEVENS. ‘That is not the w 
WSSet d. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. [hope that there 
will be no objection to the correction being made, 
as that was the way in which the majority of th 
House passed this bill. , 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I will not interpose 
any objection. 

Mr. STEVENS. There were two copies, one 
having the provisgon that the interest should be 
payable in coin, and the other being withoutit; and 
by some accident the one having the provision for 
the payment of the interest in coin was sent up to 


| the Clerk’s desk and adopted 


) . 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Read the amendment as 
it will stand, 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury shall, upon 
presentation of said certificates of deposit, issue to the 
holder thereof, at his option, and instead of the bonds al 
ready described, an equal amount of bonds of the United 
States, coupon or registered, as may by said holder be de 
sired, bearing interest at the rate of seven per cent. per an 
num, payable semi-annually,and redeemable at the pleasure 
of the United States after five years from the date thereof. 

Mr. STEVENS. When I was about to offer 
my substitute, the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Rice] asked me to accept his amendment, 
and I said that | would accept itas a modification 
of my proposition provided the words ** payable 
in coin’? were stricken out. ‘Those words were 
stricken out. The amendment wus copied, but by 
mistake the wrong copy was inserted. 

‘There was no objection, and the correction was 
ordered to be made. 

Mr. DAWES. I have been absent for two or 
three days on business of a committee authorized 
by the House to sit during its sessions, and | now 
ask leave to record my vote in favor of the passage 
of the Treasury note bill which was passed yes 


There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Nicoxay, his Private 
Secretary, informing the House that he had ap- 
proved and signed bills of the following tities: 

A bill. (H. R. No. 139) authorizing the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to strike from the pension rolls 
the names of such persons as have taken up arms 
against the Government, or who may have in any 
manner encouraged the rebels; and 

A bill (AL. R. No. 150) making appropriations 
for the consular and diplomatic expenses of the 
Government for the year ending 30th June, 1863, 
and additional appropriations for the year ending 
30th June, 1862. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 

A message from the Senate, by Mr Forney, 
its Secretary,informed the House that the Senate 
had passed a bill (S. No. 93) for changing the 
place for holding the September term of the dis- 
trict court of the United States, in the district of 
Maine, in which he was directed to ask the con- 
currence of the House. 

Also, that the Senate had passed the bill of the 
House making appropriations for the support of 
the Military Academy for the year ending June 
30, 1863. 

SLAVERY QUESTION. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Mr. Speaker, I have re- 
ceived from my native State of Massachusetts 
the petition which I hold in my hand, signed by 
Moses Williams and five hundred and six others, 
** citizens of the United States,’’ praying Con- 
gress ‘* to drop the negro question and attend to 
the business of the country,’’ which I have been 
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requested to present to the House, and which I 
now present under the rule. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. 
mori il. 

The SPEAKER. Petitionsand memorialsmay 
be presented under the rule. 





I ask also to presenta 
mi 


ARMY AND NAVY. 

Mr. DUNN, by unanimous consent, submitted 
the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to inquire and report on the expediency of cau 
ing to be published a register of all of the officers in the 
military and naval service of the United States until the 
Ist day of January last. 

RAILROADS IN MISSOURI. 

The SPEAKER stated the first 
order to be the consideration of Ho 
olution No. 37, in relation to cé 
the State of Missouri. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


business in 





use joint res- 


rtain railroads in 


Mr. S 


neake i. before I pro- 


ceed with my remarks, I desire to submit a reso- 
lution from the committee on Government con- 
tracts. 


The SPEA KK ER. The sr mlicman cannot have 
two classes of business before the House at the 
same time. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, it may be some- 


what difficult, after an able discussion of the great 


question of finance, to come down to questions of 


more practical, yet apparently of less importance. 
The Committee on the Judiciary, who were in- 
structed to inquire whether the Government has 
the right to have its troops and munitions of War 
transported free of charge — all railroads con- 
structed by Government land grants, has reported 
that the Government has such aright. Itisalso 
understood thatthe special committee on Govern- 
ment contracts, to which the same subject was 
referred, has arrived at the same conclusion—that 
where the Government granted lands to the States 
of Illinois, Missouri, lowa, Michigan, and Min- 
nesota, for the construction of railroads, in whole 
or in part, that those railroad companies are bound 
by the terms of those grants to transport troops 
and munitions of war for the Government without 
any whatever. I take it for granted, sir, 
that the question of law has been settled. 1 ask 
that the pending bill be read. 

The Clerk read the bill, as follows: 

Joint Resolution in relation to certain railroads in the State 
ot Missouri. 

Whereas by the fourth section of an act of Congress, en 
titled “An act granting the right of way to the State of 
Missouri, and a portion of the public lands to aid in the con 
struction of certain railroads in said State,’ approved June 
the 10th, 1852, it is provided, as follows: “That the said 
lands hereby granted to the said State shall be subject to the 
disposal of the Legislature thereof for the purposes afore 
said, and no other, and the said railroads shall be and re 
main public highways tor the use of the Government of the 
United States, free from toll or other charge upon the trans 
portation of any property or troops of the United States ;”’ 
and whereas the said grant of lands has, by virtue of said 
act, and of an actof the Legislature of the State ef Missouri, 
been applied in the construction of the Hannibal and St. 
Joseph railroad, constructed and owned by the Hannibal 
and St. Joseph Railroad Company, and the Paeifie railroad, 
by the Pacific Railroad Company, which last-mentioned 
road is finished and running from St. Louis te Rolla; and 
Whereas the ability of said railroad companies to transport 
fhe property and troops of the United States over their re- 
spective railroads has been greatly impaired by the destruc- 
tien of bridges, depots, and other property of said companies, 
and the partial destruction of said roads by the public ene- 
mies; in consideration thereof, and in view of the pressing 
public necessities, the United States, not waiving the right 
10 have their property and troops transported free from toll 
or other charge by said railroads, as contemplated by the 
reservation aforesaid, have resolved, as follows: Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of Waris hereby authorized to make such 
an adjustment with the Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad 
Company and the Pacific Railroad Company for the trans 
portation, past and prospective, of the property and troops 
of the United States over said railroads during the existence 
of this rebellion, as, in view of the public exigency, may 
be just and reasonable, and liquidate the same: Provided, 
however, That the sums paid to said companies shall be as 
near as inay be the cost of transporting such property and 
troops, and not exceeding the prices fixed by the War De- 
partment on the 12th day of July, 1861, for transportation 
by railroads. 


Mr. HOLMAN, Mr. Speaker, it is manifest 
by the terms of the preamble of that joint resolu- 
tion, that it adopts the principle that the railroads 
to which these grants have been made are bound 
to transport the troops and supplies of the Gov- 
ernment free of charge. But the resolution is 
based upon the idea of a peculiar public necessity. 


charge 


The question is whether it is better for the Gov- | 
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ernment to pay those roads for transportation | 


which have suffered so much by the depredations 
of the public enemy, or to take possession of 
those roads and run them by its own agents. The 
experience of the country seems to « stablish the 
fact that the Government cannot do any work of 
that kind as cheaply as it can be done by private 
individuals and private corporations. 1 admit that 


the prices paid to the railroad companies have been | 


beyond fair prices for transportation. The Gov- 
ernment schedule of prices for transportation by 
railroads, established on the 12th of July last, has 


fixed them beyond any fair limits 1 am author- | 


ized to say, on the authority of one of the com- 
mittees of this House, that the rates there fixed 
are fifty per cent. higher than are paid by private 
parties for the transportation of supplies, and 
forty per cent. higher than ought to be charged 
for the transportation of troops. I ask that that 
sch dule be re ad. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Wark DerarTMENT, WASHINGTON, 
July 12, 1861. 

Dear Srr: In making settlements with railroad compa- 
nies for transportation of troops and supplics, please observe 
the following as a general basis: 

Per passenger, per mile, two cents for distance moved. 

Equipment, munitions, and supplies, accompanying regi- 
ments, first-class local rates, Which will average about as 
lollow : 


3O miles Or lESS......ccececccesevces 10 cents per J00 Ibs. 
| Ree Tere Terr Terrie 5 « “6 

BD EG in ob 0We Kontos 0050630808 0000 25 «66 “ 

ISO EileS.nccccccovee sessecccesesess 10 ‘ 

ZOO MILES... ccccccccccccccccscecs 50 OS ¢ 

300 miles........ Ss bbeb ee Vede cusene 7% ¢ ¢ 

350 to 400 miles, not excceding...... 90 6 “6 


For transportation of horses, in small lots, the following 
are the usual estimated weights of railroad companies: 
Single animals 


2 animals..... bUEsies bce vce seeusivese See vecens Seen = 
BS DOMIIIG no vin ccccccc concencsGesesesveseee meson 5,000 *¢ 
i} EL cong Kon6 sinend 604056 s Eee abaees ended 6,500 « 
D> BPM ccccccce cccsvescesecpcesecoevecvecs 8,000 * 
Sh 56S es vbn0 0s ne ckeue Ses cbbtreene® soease 9,000 ¢ 
F na od SS bos Voces dctedsbes Suse uesvenees -10,000 «6 
8 animals...... bSsieb cabeee dhkwide Terre ry. 11,000 
DD Is ob 0:0 deh 0000 nb vas. 0s bpd Kanne sae sens 12,000 * 
Full car loads, 13 or 14 horses, usually charged...15,000  * 
All other supplies forwarded by freight trains are all 


charged local rates, according to classification of prop 
erty, Which will usually average, on provisions and heavy 
freights, two to three cents per ton of 2,000 Ibs. per mile. 
Dry goods, clothing, or light goods, will average three to 
scents per ton of 2,000 Ibs. per mile. 
Respectiully, &e., THOMAS A. SCOTT, 
General Manager. 
Major Siney, Quartermaster’s Department. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Ido not hesitate to say that 
those prices are enormous, and that the railroads 
have been realizing, where the public enemies 
have not interfered with their operation, unpre- 
cedented profits from the Government. So favor- 
able was that schedule to the railroad companies 
thatoneof the creat lines from the Easttothe West 
—the Pennsylvania Central railroad—fora consid- 
erable time suspended private transportation that 
it miehtavail itself of these enormous profits from 
Government transportation. I undertake to say, 
when the subject shall be thoroughly considered, 
thatthe payments by the Government for railroad 
transportation will exceed, if possible, any other 
of the extravagances which have grown up during 
our present difficulties. While, therefore, | am 
constrained to believe that if the Secretary of War 
is authorized to pay the railroad companies which 
are designated by this bill the simple cost of trans- 


fiv 


portation, not exceeding these rates, it cannot be | 


presumed that the Secretary of War will reach 
those rates if a less sum will justify transporta- 
tion over these roads, and that it is far better than 


for the Government to take possessiOn of the roads | 


and have them run with the very uncertain and 
expensive agencies to which a Government must 
ever resort. 

But, sir, inasmuch as I do not desire to detain 
the House upon this subject, which is one that 
all gentlemen must be familiar with, I will ask the 
Clerk to read certain testimony taken before the 
committee on Government contracts—the testi- 
mony of Philip A. Hall, one of the most intelli- 
gent railroad men of the country, who has been 
in the employment of the commission authorized 
to examine claims against the Government, who 
has had his attention especially directed to this 
subject. 

3efore that is done, however, I desire to say that 
that gentleman, after a very thorough examina- 
tion of the entire subject of transportation over 
these roads, is of opinion that the schedule of prices 
fixed by the Government in July last is fifty per 


3,000 Ibs. | 
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cent. higher than ought to be charged. I now send 
the testimony, to which I have referred, to the 
Clerk’s desk, and ask that it may be read. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

** Question. Have you had your attention directed toward 
the roads in the State of Missouri, known as the Pacijje 
railroad, and the Hannibal and St. Joseph road? If so, 
considering the losses to which those roads have been sy} 
jected by depredations by the publie enemy, what, in your 
judgment, would be the interest of the Government in re 
gard to them? whether to have them run by the Govern- 
ment, or by the companies now having charge of them, pay- 
ing the actual cost of transportation, or prices not exceeding 
those mentioned in the schedule ot the War Departmen; ? 
This is supposing that these roads are liable to transport 
troops and munitions for the Government free of charge. 

‘*.4nswer. My attention has been directed to the condition 
ofthe roads in Missouri, and their accounts have passed un- 
der my observation in St. Louis. I am clearly of opinion 
that no regard should be paid to any rates heretofore estab- 
lished by the Department, and that the interest of the Goy 
ernment requires the payment of rates that will cover the 
cost of operating the roads and keeping them in an effective 
condition for immediate use. I think that that would be 
preferable to the Government taking possession of those 
roads. 

** Question. Would it be doing injustice to those roads to 
limit the amount paid to them to the cost of transportation, 
and to limit that to the prices designated in the schedule, 
taking into consideration the condition of the roads ? 

** Answer. I do notregard the schedule rates. In my opin 
ion the interest of the Government requires that the roads 
in Missouri should be in an effective condition for immedi- 
ate use. Asa matter of economy on the part of the Gov- 
ernment, the plan which I suggest, of paying rates that wil! 
cover the cost of transportation and the cost of keeping the 
track and equipments in repair, is the best. 

** Question. Do you base this answer on the supposition 
that under tlre terms of the land grants made to the State 
of Missouri, those roads are bound to transport troops an 
freight for the Government without charge ? 

‘* Answer. In giving my reply, I have the whole subject 
in my mind. 

‘* Question. Then your experience and judgment would 
be thatthe companies would be able to run those roads mor 
efficiently and economically than the Government? 

*€ Answer. The present harmonious organization of th 





| different roads in Missouri should not be disturbed, if suc 


cessful and economical management of the lines is desired. 
Were the Government to take possession of any one of th 
lines, it would toa greater or less extent involve the neces 
sity of changes; and at this time, and with the present cir 
cumstances and state of feeling in Missouri, I think it would 
be an unwise and injudicious policy on the part of the Gov 
ernment. 

* Question. Was it on behalf of the commissioners at St. 
Louis tiat yon examined into this subject ? 

** Answer. It was. 

“* Question. Have you any interest whatever in any rail 
road in Missouri, or in any road connecting with the Mi 
souri roads? 

** Answer. L have no interest, directly or indirectly, in 
any road in the United States.”’ 

Mr. HOLMAN. This is a portion of the tes- 
timony of Philip A. Hall, of Chicago, a gentle- 
man who, for twelve years past, has been con- 
nected with the railroad interest of the country, 
and whose attention has especially been directed 
to these roads, acting upon the part of, and in be- 
half of, the commission of the Government at S'. 
Louis. I am compelled to respect the opinions 
of a gentleman of such opportunities as Mr. Hall 


| seems to be possessed of of examining this subject 


thoroughly. Therefore I make it a naked ques- 
tion of economy upon the part of the Govern- 
ment. 

While I cannot approve the act of the late Sec- 


| retary of War in the payment of two thirds of the 


cost of transportation over the Illinois Centra! 
road—a road which has received such an enor- 
mous land grant from the Government—and re- 
served only one third as the mere value of the rig! 
of way; while I would not consent, under ord 
nary circumstances, to the payment of one dollar 
to any one of these roads which have received 
lands from the Government upon the condition ol 
making this transportation without expense to the 
Government, yet, in view of the public necessity, 
and regarding it as a naked question of economy 
to the Government, I am constrained to believ: 
that it is far better to pay these railroad comp: 
nies in Missouri the actual cost of transportation, 
as is provided in the joint resolution, than to sc!2 
upon these roads and attempt to run them thro 
military agencies which, in my judgment—basins 
that judgment upon the opinions of gentlem 
better informed than myself—would result in a 


| enormous extravagance of expenditure upon |! 
| part of the Government. 


I have said that the Illinois Central railr id 
has already been paid two thirds of their cia m 
for transportation for the Government. That ros¢ 
received a princely grant of land, valued but re- 
cently at $43,000,000; and itis stated that the road 
cost only $32,000,000, making an actual profit from 
the munificence of the Government of $11,000,000. 
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A great body of its stock is held at this time by 
European capitalists. And yet the Government 
has thought proper, after this House had adopt d 
a resolution calling upon the Department for in- 
formation upon this subject, to make this pay- 
ment. . 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I ask the gentle- 
man to yield to me a moment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. What does the gentleman 
desire? 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 
an amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [have but a few words more 
to say, and then the gentleman can have the floor. 

Mr. OLIN. I wish to make an inquiry of the 
gentleman. I see by the joint resolution It 1s pro- 
posed that the Secretary of War shall adjust the 
claims of these roads for transportation, accord- 
ing to the rates of compensation fixed for trans- 
portation by the Secretary of War on the 12th 
day of July, 1861. Are those the rates of trans- 


I desire to offer 


portation which the centleman alludes to as being 


exorbitant ? 


Mr. HOLMAN. Theyare. I do not hesitate | 


to say that they are excessively .exorbitant—far 
beyond the price which private parties pay for 
similar transportation. 

Mr. OLIN. Then I propose to modify the 
‘solution. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


r . . 
We first propose to limit the 


Secretary of War to the actual cost of transporta- | 


tion; and if, in consequence of the peculiar con- 
dition of those roads, transporting as they do only 
for the Government, they cannot transport the 
troops and munitions of war forless than the prices 
mentioned in this schedule, then it may be better 
for the Government to pay that than to take pos- 
session of the roads, and run withthe usual extrav- 
agance of Government enterprise. 

“Mr. OLIN. 1 think, Mr. Speaker, that the 
state of things in Missouri imperatively calls for 
the Government to do something by way of re- 
pairing these roads, so as to put them in practical 
operation; and the difficulty in my mind is how 
to adjust the terms of this bill so that the Govern- 
ment may be protected, and the exigencies of the 
service be promoted in the use of these roads. It 
is true that when these railroad grants were made 
they were made upon the conditions stated by the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Hoiman:] that the 


Government, in time of war, should have the use || 
of those roads for the transportation of its troops | 


and munitions of war free of charge. 

Mr. STEVENS. I have been hunting for this 
bill, but have not been able to find it. | 

Mr. HOLMAN. It has not been printed. 

Mr. STEVENS. I hope this resolution will 
not be acted upon without its being printed. No 


one knows anything about it. I suggest that the | 
matter be postponed, and the resolution printed. | 


Mr. HOLMAN. Why, sir, at the instance of | 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania himself, this 
bill was postponed from time to time, very much 
against the interest of those affected by it; and if 
gentlemen wanted the resolution printed, they 
could have had it done by order of the House. 
Mr. STEVENS. I move to postpone this 





matter, for the purpose of having the resolution | 


printed, 
Mr. OLIN, 


The gentleman has not the floor 
now to do that. 


I was about to observe that the 


whole provisions of this resolution are embraced | 


in a nutshell, and if the gentleman will listen for 
a moment he will see the whole extent of it. It 
is simply this: whether the Government, being 
under no legal obligation to pay for the transpor- 


S 


tation of troops and munitions of war over these | 
railroads in Missouri, shall voluntarily assume to | 


pay the expense of that transportation, owing 
to the present exigency of affairs in Missouri? 


Every gentleman in this House, I presume, knows | 


what that exigency is. 
Now, it was undoubtedly contemplated that the 
Government should have the use of these roads 


In time, of war for the transportation of its sup- | 


plies and troops; but everybody who knows the 
condition of things which now exists in Missouri 


knows that we not only require the use of those | 
roads, but that the Government, with all its power, || 


cannot prevent the destruction of those roads and 
the bridges upon them, from time to time. In 
ers ‘of that want of power, these two 
roads have been, from time to time, subjected to 
enormous expense by way of attempting to re- 


nair the damages occasioned by the public enemy. 
And those damages have been so excessive, that, 
as I understand, the question results simply in 
this: whether the companies shall abandon the 
roads entirely to the Government, and let the Gov- 
ernment attempt to run and repair those roads ac- 
cording to its exigencies, or whether the Govern- 


ment shall lend its aid, in some way, by paying | 


for the whole or a portion of the transportation 
| over those roads, and thus enable those compa- 
nies to keep these roads in a condition to subserve 
| the public interest ? 
The objection, it will be perceived, to this res- 
olution, if there be any, arises from not limiting, 
in some way, the possible expenditure which may 
be incurred or assumed by the Government by 
adopting this mode of adjusting the claim they 
are supposed to have against the Government. 
Doubtless the public exigency requires that some- 
thing should be done, and that speedily. Other- 
wise, | shoyld be in favor of the motion of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] to 
refer this matter back, have the resolution printed, 
and perhaps insert in ita provision which will, to 
some extent, guard the Government as to the pos- 
sible limit of expense which should be incurred 
under this joint resolution. 
Iam, for myself, in favor of the Government 
granting relief to these companies so far as to put 
| these roads in a condition to be practicably used 
by the Government. 
from Illinois, that it is not only a matter of econ- 
omy, but that it is a matter of public necessity to 
do that much. The objection to the resolution is, 
that it does notseem to limitany possible ex pend- 
iture which may be made under the resolution. 

Mr. HOLMAN. With the permission of the 
gentleman, [ will offer an amendment to the res- 
olution, not from the committee, but upon my 
individual responsibility. 

Mr. OLIN. I will hear it read as a part of my 
speech. 

The amendment, which was read, is to insert 
the following words: 


Which adjustment and liquidation shall preclude any 
further claim on behalf of such companies against the Gov- 
ernment on account of claims for compensation or damages 
previously accrued: 4nd provided further, ‘That the Secre 


time such portion of the moneys which may be due to either 
of said railroad companies, to indemnify the Government 
against any failure of such company to promptly transport 
such troops and supplies. But nothing herein shall be so 


applying the same to the exclusive use of the Government, 
whenever, in his judgment, the public interests may require 
it, without, in such case, compensation tosaid companies. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to say that [ offer 
the amendment not as coming from the committee 
which reported this resolution. I ultimately pro- 
pose to call the previous question upon the amend- 
| ment, so that other amendments might be offered. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I want to know 
if the gentleman proposes to call the previous 
| question? I desire to offer an amendment. 

Mr. OLIN. I propose to deliver this matter 
into the hands of my friend from Lllinois, [Mr. 
Homan. | 

Mr. HOLMAN. I propose to call the previous 
| question upon the adoption of the amendment; 
| not upon the final passage of the joint resolution. 

Mr. OLIN. I was about to observe further that 
the resolution, as reported, provides that the Sec- 





|| retary of War shall pay the cost of transporta- 


tion—the cost of the transportation already had 
over the roads and such as may become necessary 
for the Government in the prosecution of the war 
in future. 
olution if it were so modified as to leave it to the 
Secretary of War to pay such a sum as is just 
and equitable, as between the road and the Gov- 
ernment, not exceeding the cost of transportation; 


|! and then, with the limitation that has been sug- 


gested, I should be in favor of the resolution. The 
proviso which is suggested is important in this 
respect. The resolution proposes that the Gov- 
ernment shall pay to the roads the expenses of 
all the transportation of its supplies and troops 
that has already been made. Without this pro- 
viso the companies might receive pay for the trans- 
portation that has already taken place, and stop 
any further operation of their roads or any repairs 
| of the roads, and deliver them up to the Govern- 
| ment to use them if it chooses. This proviso 
| should, therefore, be attached to the resolution, 





I think with the gentleman | 


tary of War may in his discretion withhold from time to | 


construed as to prevent the Secretary of War from taking | 
possession of said railroads and their appurtenances, and 
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so that there may be some security that the com- 
panies will, at least, use the money so as to put 
the roads in practical running operation for the 
future use of the Government. Without the pro- 
viso there is no security that the companies would 
not receive the money and then avenied the roads 
for the time being to the use of the Government 
without putting them -n repair. I therefore deem 
the proviso a necessary guarantee that the com- 
panies will use this money to put the roads in order, 
or that the Secretary shall withhold any payments 
until they do put them in order, leaving the Sec- 
retary some control and supervision over these 
two companies which will guaranty a perform- 
ance on their partin good faith of the obligations 
they are under to the Government. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. [ move toamend 
the joint resolution, by inserting “the Illinois 
Central railroad,’’ after the railroads indicated in 
the bill. 

The SPEAKER. There is an amendment al- 
ready pending, and until that is disposed of, an- 
other amendmentis notin order. Anamendment 
to the amendment would be in order. 

Mr. FOUKE. I suggest to my colleague that 
he add the words ** and its branches.”’ 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Ulinois. I move, then, to 
amend the amendment by adding to it this proviso: 

Provided, That the provisionsof this resolution shal! ap- 
ply to the Lilinois Central railroad and its branches, 

I believe that is in order. I do not propose to 
enter into any discussion; I only desire to say that 
all the reasons—perhaps not in the full degree, but 
in a degree—that have been assigned in behalf of 
the Missouri roads apply, as I think I can dem- 
onstrate at the proper time, to the Illinois Central 
railroad and its branches. 

Mr. PRICE. I hope this amendment will not 
prevail. I am also opposed to the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. 
Houtman.] [think there are sufficient restrictions 
thrown around the proposition to pay these two 
roads in Missouri in the joint resolution as re- 
ported by the committee. 

Now, sir, these two roads in Missouri stand in 
a very different position from the Illinois Central 
railroad. We are in astate of rebellion in Mis- 
souri, and the cost of running the roads there is, 
of course, much heavier than the cost of running 
a road where no rebellion exists, and where there 
is no enemy. 

The resolution reported by the committee pro- 
vides that these accounts shall be adjusted by the 
Secretary of War, and that he shall be allowed to 
pay a reasonable price—as near as may be the 
costof running the roads. I presume that the gen- 


'| tleman does not expect to have the work already 


I should be better pleased with the res- | 


done and the work hereafter to be done by the 
roads for the Government done for less than the 
cost; and the joint resolution as reported contains 
ample provision that it shall be done as near as 
possible at the cost of transportation. Ifthe Gov- 
ernment were to take possession of these roads 
they could not expect to run them for less than 
the cost. 

Gentlemen must remember that we have suf- 
fered a great deal of loss already on these two lines 
of railroad by the burning of our bridges, the de- 
struction of our tracks, and injury to the property 
generally by the rebels of Missouri; and all these 
losses have been paid for by the companies. ‘The 
Government have contributed nothing. The dam 
ages done have already been repaired and paid for, 
and when you consider the price allowed by the 
War Department, it does not more than cover the 
cost of running our roads. If you take into con- 
sideration the cost of the repairs of the damages 
done these two roads, I venture to say it will not 
cover the cost for work already done. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman whether he is aware of the amount ex- 
pended by the two roads—the Hannibal and St. 
Joseph and the Pacific railroad—in the repairs 
rendered necessary by the injuries inflicted by the 
public enemy; and what has been the extent of 
the transportation over these roads beyond the 
transportation done by the Government? 

Mr. PRICE. lam not prepared to give the 
exact amount; but I can state, for the information 
of the House, that two of the principal bridges 
upon the Pacific railroad have been burned—the 
Osage and Gasconade—and five other smaller 
bridges. The thirdlargest bridge upon the road has 
been entirely destroyed, and three other bridges 
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on Gray’s Creek—the next largest on the road— 
making in all seven bridges de stroy: d on the Pa- 


cific railroad. The precise number of bridges 
destroyed on the Hannibal and St. Joseph rail- 
road, | am not prepared to state. There are gen- 
tlemen here better acquainted with that road than 
lam. lam speaking more particularly with ref- 
erence to the Pacific railroad, which I am inti- 
mately acquainted with, I live upon it; and it 
runs through my district; and | am familiar with 
every foot of it. ‘The bridges destroyed have all 
been rebuilt, and rebuilt at the expense of the 
company. ‘The company supposed, of course, 
that they would receive the amount agreed upon 
between the railroad companies and the War De- 
partment on the 12th of July last. They are sat- 
isfied with those prices, . P 
Mr. FENTON. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Missouri, that this joint resolution is 
evice ntly very imperfectly understood, and that 
there is a general desire that it should be printed. 
rive way, I will move that 
ration be postpons d unul Tue S- 
day next, and that it be printed, 
Mr. PRICE. I hope the joint resolution will 
not be postponed, It is 


j 


If the gentleman will 


its further conside 


very short, as was re- 
marked by the gentleman from Indiana, and con- 
tains but two provisions, It provides for sub- 
mitting this matter to the War Department. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I wish to ask the 
rentleman from Missouri whether I understood 
him correctly to say that the damage done both 
to the Hannibal and St. Joseph railroad and the 
Pacific railroad has been entirely repaired, and 
that both roads are now in complete 
order! 

Mr. PRICE. I think all the damages have been 
repaired. They have been upon the Pacific road, 
and, I think, upon the Hannibal and St. Joseph 
road. They are now in complete repair, and are 
doing all the work for the Government that is re- 
quired, always giving the Government the prefer- 
ence over all others. 


running 


In fact, the business upon 
the Pacific railroad has been entirely destroyed by 
this rebellion in Missouri. If we are not to get 
the pay provided for in this joint resolution, we 
shall not be able to run the road; and if the Gov- 
ernment should take possession of the road they 
would find it no economy; they would find it not 
only troublesome, but that it would cost more than 
the rates fixed between the War Department and 
the company on the 12th of July last. The friends 
of the roads are willing to accept the joint resolu- 
tion reported from the committee by the gentleman 
from Indiana, believing it fair to leave this matter 
entirely with the Secretary of War, and being 
willing to rely upon his judgment to do the com- 
nies justice, 

Mr.STEVENS. Would it be in order to post- 
pone this bill, and have it printed? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move thatthe bill be re- 
committed, and that it be printed with the amend- 
ments, and made the special order for Tuesday 
next. 

Mr. WILSON. I move to amend that motion 
by instructing the committee to strike out the first 
psoviso in the joint resolution, and to insert in 
lieu thereof the following: 

Provided, That the rates allowed shall in no ense exceed 
those charged by railway companies generally tor trans- 
portation tor private persons. 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was agreed to. 

The motion, as amended, was acreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by Mr. 
Forney, its Secretary, notifying the House that 
the Senate had passed the act (H.R. 256) forthe 
relief of Philip Speyer & Co., of the city of New 
York. 

Also, that the Senate had passed, with amend- 
ments, anact(H.R. No. 153) to authorize the con- 
struction of twenty iron-clad steam gunboats, in 
which he was directed to ask the concurrence of 
the House. 

And that the Senate had passed a joint resolu- 
tion (S. No. 44) tendering the thanks of Congress 
to Captain Samuel F. Dupont and officers, petty 
officers, seamen, and marines under his command, 
for the victory at Port Royal. 


COST OF RATLROAD TRANSPORTATION. 
Mr. HOLMAN, from the committee 


on Goy 
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ernment contracts, reported the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to in- 
form the House what amount has been paid to each of the 
several railroads of the United States for the transportation 
of troops; and also for the transportation of military sup 
plies of all kinds since the commencement of the present 
difficulty; and the amount claimed by each of such rail- 
roads for such transportation still remaining unpaid ; also, 
the schedule of prices on which such payments have been 
based, limiting such statement to the information now in 
possession of his Department, and readily furnished through 
the proper office of his Department. 

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I call up for consideration 
the report No. 2 of the special committee on Gov- 
ernment contracts, 

The resolutions reported by the committee were 
read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
todecline making any further payment to the parties inter 
ested in the steamboat Cataline, on account Of the charter 
of said vessel by the United States on the 25th day of April, 
1861. 

Resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Treasury be requested 
to adjust the claim against the Government for the five thou- 
sand Hall carbines, purchased through Simon Stevens, 
Esq., by General John C. Frémont, on the 6th day of August, 
1861, and afterwards delivered at the United States arsenal 
atthe city of St. Louis, onthe basis ofasale ofsuch arms to 
the Government for $1250 each, rejecting all other demands 
against tae Government on account of the purchase of said 
arms. 

Resolved, That the practice of employing irresponsible 
parties, having no official connection with the Government, 
in the performance of public duties which may be properly 
performed by regular officers of the Government, and of pur 
chasing by private contract supplies for the different depart- 
ments, where open and fair competition might be properly 
invited by reasonable advertisements for proposals, is in- 
jurious to the public service, and meets the unqualified dis- 
approbation of this House. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move to amend the second 
resolution by striking out the word ‘* through,’’ 
and inserting in lieu thereof the word “ from,’’ 
so as to make it read, ‘* purchased from Simon 
Stevens.’’ 

Mr.VANWYCK. Mr. Speaker, on the 19th 
day of April, 1861, the world was startled with 
the recurrence of one of those great events which 
marks an era in the history of man, brands crime 
with a deeper infamy, and exalts the virtues of a 
generous manhood to a nobility almost divine, of 
which heroes have boasted and poets sung. The 
parallel of April 19, 1775, was complete; the days, 


| months, years, and cycles ofa peaceful and happy 


| ceased to beat. 


nationality had borne the Massachusetts soldier 
from the field of Lexington to the streets of Bal- 
timore. For a time the great American heart 
A national paralysis for a mo- 
ment, and then the people realized the horrors and 


| cruelties of this unnatural war. The merchant left 


his counter; the farmer the quiet of home; the 


, 


manufacturer’s shuttle paused in its half-finished 


| round; the anvil rang not out the hammer’s beat; 
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the lawyer’s unfinished brief lost its interest; the | 


clergyman folded up hissacerdotal robes; mothers, || 


with the devotion of Spartans, bade their sons go 
forth; the wife pressed more closely her new-born 


| babe, as she gave a parting, and with blessings 


and prayers the husband went forth, probably 


| never to return, 


The nation offered up its life, and emptied its 
treasure into the lap of this great calamity; the 
rich bestowed of his abundance; the widow gave 
her mite, an only son, or a tear sanctified with 
prayer. Notone of us can forget it. History, in 
atier times, will record this the noblest moral ex- 
hibition of true courage the world has ever wit- 
nessed, Scarce a whisper of treason or murmur 


of discontent in all the North, and yet many of 


those who made the welkin ring for truth and 
liberty, who professed to worship the true God, 


| were ready to cry out, ‘* Great is Diana of the 


Ephesians !’’ hoping to crucify the spirit of free- 
dom. 
There were others, meaner, baser still, only 


| watching the opportunity to make merchandise 


of their country’s misfortunes, coin the grief of 


the nation into currency, and peril her institu- 
tions, if it could minister to their base cupidity. 
One class commenced s ney sending intelligence 


| to the rebels; the other rendered to them no less 


valuable assistance by conspiring to defraud the 
people and the Government. Almost the same 


| instant harpies besieged the Treasury here, and 
|| the vultures in the North snuged the spoils afar 


off. 


While the bridges destroyed by the rebels were || 
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yet smoking in ruins, before the regiments im- 
peded by their destruction could reach the capital, 
the sappers and miners, who knew the trembling 
necessities of the nation, commenced the assault, 
It has been said that in the panic of those times 
watchfulness on the partof public officers should 
not be required, and the larcenies of plundering 
hordes should be overlooked. 

About the time the New York seventh, the 


| pride of the Empire State, composed of the best 


of her citizen soldiery; of men of wealth, high 
family position, education, enjoying the confidence 


| of the community in all the relations of life, with 


the Massachusetts sixth,a regiment representing 
the intelligence and business occupations of that 
wonderfulState, side by side were fording streams, 
building bridges, laying railroad Arack, sleeping 
on the untented field, and when hunger was press- 
ing upon them the seventh divided their last store 
of bacon and hard biscuits with the gallant men 
of the sixth, a contract was made in this city by 
the Department with Dwyer, Laughman, Sibley, 
& Tyler, for cattle, from twe to ten thousand, at 


| eight dollars per hundred, live weight, delivered 
| here, and $5 75in Pennsylvania. 


What facilities 
had Dwyer & Co. for transportation which the 
Government did not possess? 

Government could Jay its strong arms upon rail- 
roads and use them; could plant its gathering 
armies to guard the bridge and track. At that 
very time an agent was sent by the Department 


| into Maryland, who, without difficulty, purchased 
| cattle to be delivered in Washington at $6 50 per 
| hundred, live weight. 


Besides, direct navigation 
with New York was not obstructed by the Poto- 
mac. Still more, if the danger of transportation 
through Maryland was an excuse for this con- 


| tract big with profits, why a provision thata por- 


tion should be delivered in Pennsylvania if the 
Department desired, and why were nearly fifteen 
hundred received in Harrisburg, while scarcely 
eight hundred were delivered ‘in Washington ? 
Notwithstanding the lions in the way, Dwyer & 
Co. immediately sub-let the contract to New York 
men, so that without any hazard or perils they 
realized over thirty-two thousand dollars on about 
two thousand head. They had no difficulty dur- 
ing the panic of those times in making this con- 
tract; why should the Government have found 
any? 

There is no pretense that either of these men 
had any special courage in overcoming dangers, 
or remarkable skill in purchasing cattle; two were 
railroad contractors, one particularly near to the 
Secretary, one a lawyer, and one the winter be- 
fore had been in consultation and negotiation with 
rebels for the sale of arms. Thus treason and 
corruption were continued at the capital. 

Nearly simultaneous with this occurred another 
transaction. On the 2lst day of April, the Sec- 
retary of War, although he well knew the great 
ability and experience of Colonel Tompkins, 
| quartermasters and Major Eaton, commissary in 
New York city, wrote two letters to Alexander 
Cummings, Esq. In one he ‘‘ wants him to aid 
the commissary in purchasing supplies, to assist 
the quartermaster in pushing them forward.’ 
The other letter states that— 

‘* The Department needs at this moment an intelligent, 
| experienced, and energetic man, in whom it can rely, to as 
sist in pushing forward troops, munitions and supplies.” 


No man knew better than the Secretary that 
| these qualifications were alread y possessed by the 
Army officers in New York, on whom it was safe 
to rely. ‘The Secretary then gracefully compli- 
ments Mr. Cummings: 


“ You are acquainted with the internal arrangements and 
connections of the railroads in Pennsylvania, over whica, 


> 


for the present, they will have to pass.” 





. e ] 

Can there be so much intricacy about the ratl- 
road connections in Pennsylvania that the United 

. ‘ . : oe wey ot at 
States quartermaster in New York or I hiladel 
phia was not conversant with them? The Sec- 
retary then adds the touching appeal to his patriot- 
ism: 

«| am aware that your private affairs may demand your 
time. I am sure your patriotism will induce you to aid me, 
even at some loss to yourself.”’ 

On the 23d of April, the Secretary again wrote: 

“In consideration of the extraordinary emergencies 
which demand immediate and decisive measures, I here oy 
authorize Edwin D. Morgan and Alexander Cumming= 
make all necessary arrangements for the transportation or 
| troops, in aid and assistance of the officers of the Army 0 
the United States.” 
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Either was authorized to act in absence of the 
other. On the 4th day of May, Governor Mor- 
gan delegated his portion of the power to George 
D. Morgan. On the 24th the Secretary wrote: 

I sent you yesterday an official paper to act in connec- 
tion with Governor Morgan by land, through Maryland and 
Pennsylvania; it is important you should act promptly in 
sending supplies. 8. CAMERON. 

‘Dr. CUMMINGS.”? 

This is the first time he recognized his friend as 
doctor. Thusarmed,the doctor seemed supreme 
in his orbit; instead of rendering aid and assist- 
ance, he effectually superseded the Army officers. 
Major Eaton distinctly informed him that his services 
were not needed in the purchase of supplies. Sull, 
the doctor commenced buying over $21,000 worth 
of straw hats and linen pantaloons, which were 
worthless to the Army, and not required by the 
regulations. He employed a clerk of whom he 
knew nothing—had never seen before. In his 
evidence, at first he did not know who recom- 
mended him; then he thought he was recom- 
mended by Mr. Thurlow Weed; finally said, ‘‘1 
remember now that Mr. Weed told me he knew 
all about him, and upon his recommendation I 
took him.’’ This clerk the doctor suffered to do 
all the business and make all the purchases,except 
what were made by George D. Morgan. 

It is but justice to an influential and widely- 
circulated paper in the city of New York to say, 
that since the World has tnited with the Courier 
and Enquirer, Mr. Cummings has had no con- 
nection with it as editor or publisher. 

The doctor next appoints Captain Comstock to 
charter or purchase vessels. ‘The Captain, with 
a friend, goes to Brooklyn, inspects the Cataline, 
and learns that her price is from eighteen to twenty 
thousand dollars. Instead of purchasing or char- 
tering, or recommending the doctor to do so, from 
the owner, his friend suggests to Mr. Develin that 
there ‘is a nice opportunity to make something 
by good management.”’ 

“This was the 23d day of April, the very day the 
propeller Daylight left New York with supplies 
for the seventh regiment and two hundred recruits 
of the brave and generous young men of that city. 
The Daylight left without convoy, passed up the 
Potomac without convoy, and reached Washing- 
ton safely. 
April mae the trip of the Daylight, or of that gal- 
lant band who were leaving all the endearments 
of home and associations of friends to encounter 
the perils of disease and battle. I never can for- 
get the universal disquietude in the great city of 
the continent. No mails. Notelegraph. A dread- 
ful, solemn suspense. Brave men, good men, fear- 
ing, doubting, yet hoping. Actuated by one im- 
pulse, ready to give all, even life, for the defense 
of the capital Washington founded, and the flag 
the patriots of the Revolution baptised in blood. 

No one could have believed that at such a mo- 
ment men could find leisure or inclination to ascer- 
tain how something could be made out of the griefs 
of the people by good management. Yet that very 
day, when sympathy for a bleeding country and 
the obligations of duty to his employers should 
have received from Captain Comstock all his skill 
and energy, his mission was used to benefit friends. 
He knew Dr. Cummings was agent for the War 
Department; still he counsels freely with Mr. 
Develin about the value of the Cataline, and gives 
an opifion what will be paid for her charter. Had 
she been cheap at $18,000, his Government was 
entitled to the purchase. After yielding to Mr. 
Develin all the time he required for the negotia- 
tion, on the 25th the boat was chartered by Col- 
onel Tompkins, he relying upon Captain Com- 
stock, the authorized agent of Dr. Cummings, the 
agent of the War Department, paying for lier use 
$10,000 per month for three months, and if lost by 
war risks, then Government to pay $50,000. Col- 
onel ‘Tompkins would not sign until Captain Com- 
stock assured him that she was worth $50,000, and 
that it was all right. ‘The captain knew the value 
of the boat and what she cost; Mr. Freeman hav- 
ing an interest in her profits, swears they did not 
pretend she was worth $50,000. Captain Com- 
stock, however, denies that he alleged she was 
worth thatamount. The testimony of Captain 
Comstock shows the vast number and almost un- 
limited power of persons at that time assuming to 
act as agents for the Government. He says: 

“1 was sent for by Mr. Weed to come to the Astor House 
about the time of the commencement of these troubles. He 
stated that he was an agent of the Government, and had 








I never can forget that 23d day of 


troops and munitions of war to send to Washington by way 
of the Chesapeake, and that be wished to charter vessels 
for that purpose.’’ . ee 7 * Afterwards, 
Cummings calied upon me and showed me the seme author 
ity that Weed had shown. Tt had been transferred to him to 
perform the same service 29 * . - “] 
should think that Weed chartered from six to ten vessels.” 





This testimony was given on the 28th day of 
December, and up to that time the committee had 
no evidence or intimation that Mr. Weed had been 
anagentforthe Government or actingassuch. The 
Department was liberal in bestowing confidence 


| and grants of power; but that confidence seems 


whom the steamer was loaded. It has been inti- | 


to have been abused by the transfer of authority 
from one to another. Mr. Weed’s absence from 
home prevents an examination at present into the 
nature and extent of his agency. 


The committee have not been able to show for 


mated she was loaded by private parties, to be 
run, however, at the risk and expense of the Gov- 
ernment. And when she could not obtain a clear- 
ance, her cargo was in whole or part sold to Gov- 
ernment. If this be so, it will account for the 
doctor’s purchase of straw hats, linen pantaloons, 
London porter, Scotch ale, Dutch herring, ‘‘but- 
ter, cheese, and all.”’ 

Collector Barney swears that on the 27th April 


| Mr. Stetson, in whose name the title had been 


taken, called on him, demanding a clearance to 
Annapolis. When asked how she was loaded, 
and to whom the cargo belonged, he replied she 
was loaded with flour and provisions, and be- 
longed to several of his cake. Mr. Barney re- 


| fused to clear her. Stetson then said the provis- 


order to the collect 


| tor and General W ool upon her. 


ions were for the Army. 
the property was not Government property, but 
property of individuals, that he could not clear 
her except by a request from some Government 
officer. It is but just to say here that Mr. Develin 
was evidently induced to purchase the vessel at 
the suggestion of those who were acting for Gov- 
ernment, and that Mr. Stetson, in everything he 
did, was frank, candid,and made no concealment. 
When Mr. Stetson again called on the collector 
‘he brought a note from Mr. Weed, stating that 
the cargo consisted of supplies for troops, and 
requesting a clearance.’? Mr. Barney declined, 
but saw Mr. Weed, and explained why a clear- 
ance could not be granted. Mr. Weed said ‘¢ it 
was all right, and would be arranged in some other 
way.’’ He concluded not to give a clearance un- 
less requested to do so by General Wool. He 
saw the general, and requested him to be careful 
before he gave orders for a clearance. A pass, 
however, was obtained from the general, which 
he regretted, for Monday morning he sent an 
r revoking it; but the fugitive 
had escaped, with the condemation of the collee- 
Her voyage 
was an unfortunate one; after two months’ ser- 
vice she was destroyed by fire. 

The question recurs, who were the friends re- 
ferred to by Mr. Stetson as the owners of the 


| eargo? It is necessary to go back and see who 


had any interest or connection with the transac- 
tion. Mr. Freeman, who hada one tenth interest 
in the profits, swears, after first declining to do 
so, that he received, as part security for the pur- 
chase money of the Cataline, four notes of $4,500 
each; as follows: one note by John E. Develin, 
indorsed G. C, Davidson; one note by Thurlow 
Weed, indorsed John E. Develin; one note by 
G. C. Davidson, indorsed O. B. Matteson; one 
note by O. B. Matteson, indorsed Thurlow Weed. 

These parties must all have been in New York 
city at thistime. The only other person besides 
the captain and crew was James Larkin, who 
went on the boat, he says, as purser, although he 
finally concluded his duty was to act as check 
upon the captain, This man was appointed by 
Mr. Develin, upon the recommendation of Mr. 
Davidson. No one seemed to take any interest 
in loading the vessel, except Mr. Develin. Col- 
onel Tompkins knew nothing of her cargo. The 
Union Defense Committee knew nothing of her 
cargo; and when Dr. Cummings was asked if he 
knew anything of her cargo, said, ** Not a parti- 
cle.’’ He relied entirely upon and trusted to the 


| clerk—Mr. Humphreys, appointed upon the rec- 


ommendation of Mr. Weed. It must be left to sur- 
rounding facts to determine who were the friends 


| referred to by Mr. Stetson, and whether the boat 


was first loaded for private speculation; and when 
no clearance could be obtained, Mr. Cummings, 


3arney replied that as | 
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through his clerk, purchased the cargo for Gov- 

ernment, so thata pass could be procured. General 

W ool’s hesitancy in giving a pass to the Cataline 

probably induced a representation to General Scott 

that the condition of his (Wool’s) health required 
repose from arduous duties. 

The doctor was certainly a remarkable agent 
The Secretary wants an energetic, intelligent, and 
experienced man, of course—one more so than the 
Union Defense Committee, or the Army officers 
in New York; one on whom he can rely; yet the 
doctor apparently takes no interest but to draw 
and pay the money. When he was called on es- 
pecially to aid in purchases, he trusts it all to Mr. 
Humphreys, his clerk. When vessels are to be 
chartered, he does not deem it worth while to ex- 
amine them. He good naturedly says he took it 
for granted that what the owners said was true. 
He was certainly a confidence man. The Secre- 

| tary says, notwithstanding the pressure on his 
private business, he is sure he will aid him. Yet 
the doctor repays this generous and unbounded 
confidence by knowing nothing, absolutely noth- 
ing, of the purchasing of articles or loading of 
vesseis, 

‘T'wo millions of dollars, by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, were placed in the hands of a committee 
of high-toned, honorable men, to be paid out on the 
order or requisition of Mr. Cummings, withouthis 
producing to themany vouchers. Strange asitmay 
appear, while this money was there to respond to 
his requisiuon, he draws $160,000, and deposits 
itin his name, with his private account, in one of 
the city banks. Stranger still, four months after 
his agency had ceased, he leaves no vouchers with 
the War Department. The War Department, in 
its generous confidence, seeks no settlement with 
the doctor, nor an inspection of his vouchers. 

Such were the prominent transactions occurring 
at a time when a man’s generous instincts should 
| freely have offered everything to his country. 

This was the cloud no larger than a man’s 
hand which increased and spread until the whole 
sky has been wrapped in gloom, and men go about 
the streets wondering where this thing will end 
‘The mania for stealing seems to have run through 
all the relations of Government—almost from the 
general to the drummer-boy; from those nearest 
the throne of power to the merest tide-waiter. 
Nearly every man who deals with the Govern- 
ment seems to feel or desire that it would not long 
survive,and each had acommon right to plunder 
while it lived. Even in the matter of the purchase 
of two sailing vessels, two men of New York to 
the crime of larceny added the sin of perjury, that 
they might rob from the Treasury $8,000. In the 
case of the Stars and Stripes, the president of the 
New Haven Propeller Company, after taking from 
the Government $19,000 more than she cost, took 
of that amount nearly eight thousand dollars to 
line his own pockets, and in excuse to his com- 
pany pretended that he had to bribe an ex-mem- 
ber of Congress to gain an audience with#fe head 
of the bureau; and from that insinuation an hon- 
orable, high-toned ex-member of Congress in Con- 
necticut had been subjected to calumny. That 
president, before the committee, testified thatafter 
taking $19,000 in profits from his country, he was 
sO anxious to serve her in this the hour of her 
extremity, that he appropriated nearly eight thou- 

| sand dollars of his colleagues’ money to his pri- 
vate use,so he could devise some machine to take 
all the southern cities, and no one get hurt. 

Colonels, intrusted with the power of raising 
regiments, colluding with contractors, bartering 
away and dividing contracts for horses and other 
supplies to enrich personal favorites; purchasing 
articles and compelling false invoices to be given. 

While it isno justification, the example has been 
set in the very Departments of Government. Asa 
general thing, none butfavorites gain access there, 


and no others can obtain contracts which bear 
enormous profits. They violate the plain provis- 
ions of the law requiring bids and proposals on the 
false and shallow pretextthat the public exigency 
requires it. Should this last as long as the Pelo- 
ponnesian war, the same excuse would be used. 
The Department which has allowed conspiracies, 
after the bidding has been closed, to defraud the 
Government of the lowest bid, and by allowing 
the guilty to reap the fruits of their crime, has 
itself become particeps criminis. 
Who pretends any public exigency for giving 
| out by private contract, without bids, over one 
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million muskets, at fabulous prices? Who pre- 
tends a pul blic exigency to make a private con- 
tract forrifling cannon tothe amount of $800,000 ? 

Ke ntucky 1s proverbial for her splendid horses. 
Her loyal citizens would have been benefited by 

les to the Government. Who will pretend that 
the public exigency required that when cavalry 
regiments were to be forwarded from the State of 
Pennsylvania to the land of the dark and bloody 
ground, it was necessary to transport, at great 
expense, the remaining disabled, diseased horses 
left in the Keystone State? My colleague on the 
committee, (Mr. Dawes,]a few days since, spoke 
of the pe ace-offeri ngs to Pr nnsylvania politicians, 
and referred to the horses of Colonel Williams’s 


regiment. 
There is yet another case: a contract, not made 
upon the responsibility of the bureau, as the lat 


Secretary said, but by his express order, and refused 


to be made until so ordered. I refer to the con- 
tract to purchase one thousand horses, to be de- 
ivered at Huntinedon, Pennsylvania. Such a 
horse market the world never saw. The first in- 
spector—an honest man—of th first hundred re- 
jected three in five. The nextday owners refused 
to present themselves, and by some legerdemain 
he was removed and others substituted; then 
horses of all ages, from two to thirty; of all dis- 
eases and defects, secret and open, were from day 


iborhood were 
Lawyers and 
inspection, and 
buccaneering crew by open 
condemnation; the heeded not this 
clamor, but ordered the horses to be ridden upon 
the crowd to drive them away, if possible. Horses 
with running sores, which were seen by the in- 
spectors, were branded; and if one outraged com- 
mon decency he would be rejected, and an oppor- 
tunity sought the same day to pass and brand him. 
immediately the horses were subsisted by private 
yntract to favorites, at thirty-nine cents per day, 
and they sub-let to furmers from twe nty-four to 
twenty-six. Over four hundred of these horses 
vere sent with Colonel Wynkoop’s regiment, and 
at Pittsburg report some actually so 
they were left on the docks. > The re- 
x five hundred were left at Huntinedon for 
In that single transae- 


Lo day receive d. The whole neil 

irms. The people remonstrated, 
clergymen were present at the 
sought to deter the 


inspectors 


tne papers 


worthless 


benefit of contractors. 


fifty thousand dollars were stolen from 

ic Government. Such fiends in human shape 
eare not for exposure; a felon’s doom throuch life 
should be theirs; and the labors of your committec 


will be of little practical value unless Congcress 


ll by law punish with seyere penalties such 
enormities. 

At one time it would se 
tion to establish a huee contract brokerage system. 
Che testimony of Mr. John Smith, of Kingston, 
New York, nowder manufacturer, shows that in 
the month of May he propose d to give Mr. Weed 
a perceffiage fora powde reontract. Thathe went 
to th@Astor House, met Mr. Davidson, whom he 
had never seen before, and inquired of him for Mr. 
‘Thurlow Weed. During the conversation he 
isked what Mr. Smith wanted of Mr. Weed; on 
being told, he inquired of Mr. Smith what he 
could afford to pay; he replied five per cent. Mr. 
Smith also says that Mr. Weed asked him what 
he could afford topay. Thatafterwards, at Wash- 
ington, hi No unded his propositions fi ry powder to 
Mr. Weed, who took them to Mr. Cameron. The 
result was Jina Mr. Weed ceaeinelaael to write 
i letter to General Ripley, the head of the Ord- 
nance department, to divide the contracts for pow- 
der between the States manufacturing. It is some- 
what strange that the Secretary should appoint 
Mr. Weed as his messenger to carry his wishes to 
the different bureaus. Mr. Smith understood that 
he was to pay Mr. Weed five per cent. 

Mr. Laflin also testified that his powder firm 
demurred to paying Mr. Weed five per cent.; that 
Mr. Weed gave them authority to make one thou- 
sand barrels of powder, but they preferred hav- 
ing the authority directly from the Government. 
He also testifies that the patriot, Dwyer, who fig- 
ured in the eattle contract in May or June, at 
Washington, told him if he would give five per 

‘ent. he woald sell all the powder he could make; 
but Laflin declined. 

Favorites obtain contracts w hen frequently they 
have not the pecuniary resources to fulfill them, 
and are not manufacturers of sab arti les to be de- 
livered. The professional politician or the retired 


m there was an inten- 
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ional of Congress, who has a large contract 
which requires much machinery and great me- 
chanical ingenuity, evidently takes it as a specu- 
lation; takes it to enrich himse lf, or extort from 
the pockets of honest industry ; takes 3 ittosub-letto 
skillful manufacturers at reduced prices. The De- 
partments which give contracts to men knowing 
that they have not in and of themselves the facili- 
ties for executing them, are reprehensible and de- 
serve severe censure. What excuse is there for 
an honest Department to pension this gang of mid- 
dle-men? All the ill-gotten gains found in their 
pockets is so much stolen from the Treasury. 
Even in the Treasury Department—pure and 
upright as I believe the Secretary to be—what 


business man could justify, or who, in his own 


transactions, would allow that a contract of over 
half a million expenditure should be competed for 
by only two firms, who could combine and unite? 
It is no answer to say that the work is done as 
che ‘aply as before; the spirit of the law has been 
violated and the millionaire enriched; besides, the 
products of all departments of labor are cheap- 
ened by the stagnation of business. In this mat- 
ter of the bank note contract, as in some others, 
underlings control the affairs of the Department; 
the * say who shall approach within the charmed 
circle, they say whose papers shall be put on file, 
and whose shall be gladdened by the eyes of the 
Secrets ry. 

The soldier who, borne down by disease and 
overcome with fatigue, is found sleeping at his 
post, you punish with de ath; while the miscreant 
who Rolde his festival at this carnival of blood 
rides in bis carriage, drinks champagne, and dines 
with Cabinet ministers, you treat with deferential 
respect. Do you say Government cannot banish 
treason and punish crime? 

On the = day of July, 1860, at Oc ‘coquan, Vir- 
ginia, Mr. 
American flag, and a banner with the names of 
Lincoln and Hamlin. Jackson, the slayer of Ells- 
worth, with about forty men, cut it down, tore 
up the stars and stripes, and carried off the banner 
asa trophy. One of the ringleaders of that mob is 
this day in the employ of the Government in this 
city. 

The laboring men who testify against officials 
are removed, while the wretch who has been 
robbing the Government is worthy a better place. 
Is it possible that tl 1is monstrous syste m of wrong, 


extended from the Atlantic to the Mississippi, | 


from the Potomac to the lakes, cannot be stopped, 
oreven checked? If that be so, better disband 
our armies, and let the oligarchs of the South rule 
and reign over us. 


This committee has been in session for months; | 


Government officials must be aware of its power 


of examination; still, at the commencement of 


this session, inspectors of horses were colluding 


with contractors; superintendents, rejoicing in the || 


title of captains, were selling Government horses 
to private citizens, taking diseased and worthless 
horses from the commons, branding them in the 
service of the United States, so they might receive 
full pay for the same; city butchers buying meat 
from Government supplies. 

Your Government retains in this capital,in seats 
ofhonorand profit, and around our council boards, 
men whose heartsare filled with treason, and minds 


| withrebellion. Your Departments are disinclined 


to hear charges of treason or corruption; they 
would rather ostracize those who furnish the t rath 
than remove the treasonable and guilty offenders. 
Lam not harsh; I only speak what, standing in the 
mighty and august presence of stirring times, con- 
templating a bleeding, suffering country, I feel it 
my duty. 

T have a right thus to speak in terms of warning 
and admonition to an Administration which I 
a to elect, to whose principles | am commit- 
ted, by which we must pass through the Re@ sea 
of tribulation, and must be carried safely through 
the wilderness beyond. But [havea right to ask 


| and beseech, in the name of a commerce crippled, 


labor paralyzed, finances disturbed, and Treasury | 


empty—in the name of that gallant army of five 
hundred thousand, which this day on the tented 
field are w aiting to rescue acountr 


| fire and blood, to lay down and die that a nation 
| may live—in the name of five hundred thousand 


| hearth-stones 


made dreary by the loved ones 


away—of the vacant chairs around the evening 


fires—of the thrice five hundred thousand frie nds, 
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Underwood raised a pole, unfurled the | 


loved through | 
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ainabe looking fearfully expecting, trem- 
blingly hoping, that this Administration shall 
remove treason from the capital, and corruption 
| from the land. 
Five hundred thousand men are in arms against 
the rebels, but twenty millions are imarms ag: uinst 
| the crew of plunde ring leeches; that twenty mil- 


|| lions will be in arms against us and this Admin- 


istration, unless their polluting presence is driven, 
as the money-changers of old, from the temple. 
| Since this report has been submitted to the 
House, Mr. George D. Morgan has prepared an 
elaborate paper , showing the benefits of hisage ney, 
and relies upon the fact that in nearly every in- 
stance he paid a less price than the owners asked, 
We can test the strength of his position by the 
| Stars and Stripes. To build her cost $36,000; by 
| her charter the owners realized $15, 000 from Gov- 
ernment; they then asked $60 000. Mr. Morgan 
| paid $55, 000—$5, 000 less than they asked, but 
|| $19,000 more than she cost. While with the 
a and Wamsutta the owners realized 

93,000, the Government paid $60,000, although 
Mr. Morgan’ 8 papers allege he was asked $80,000. 
This seems the reverse of the proposition, The 
| Onward was offered to private parties for $26,000; 

Mr. Morgan was asked $30,000, and paid $27,000. 
| These are not the only instances, as the commit- 
tee will show by a further examination, to which 
they are invited by the Secretary, and directed by 
a resolution of this House. 

Secretary Welles, a man estimable in all the re- 
lations of private life, honest himself, would not 
take a farthing from the Treasury, seeks to eenty 
Mr. Morgan, by showing that the Government i1 
| times past were imposed upon by impositions on 
| the regular officers; and he employs an agent with 

no salary, yet putting him in the position of an- 
| tagonism to his Government, making his interest 
againstit; forthe greatest number of vi essels bought 
and the highest price paid nets him the most 

money. For the credit of the Government such 
| practices shouldcease. We have notonly arightto 
Mr. Morgan’s skill, experience, and shrewdness, 
but we have the right to the benefit of that ruling 
feeling with many business men—that of interest 
|| for hisemployers. It is no answer to say that Mr. 

Morgan is honest. Grantit. Mr. Morgan is fond 
of money, or he would not, he could not consent to 
take nearly ninety thousand dollars of the mow y 
which has been paid to him in about five montis. 
Aman whois thus greedy of gain evide ently i is mo! 
zealous of his own than his country’s interest: 
Besides, if the Secretary needed his native inge 
nuity and business capacity, which I admit is o 
high order, why not employ and give him a fai 
remunerative salary, as other men are employed. 
| He says this $90,000 was taken from the pock 
of the sellers. Notso. Mr. Morgan always | 
tified them they must pay him two anda half per 
cent. on the purchase; that they must nam 
| lowest cash price, and add two and a half per cent 
| thereto. If Mr. ‘Morgan possesses the business 
| ability which the Secretary claims, and which I do 
| not doubt, he certainly could have obtained all t! 
| vessels at the price he did, less the two and a half 
| per cent. Who doubts it? 

Why should not the sellers as readily hav 
given the two and a half per cent. to Government 
astoMr. Morgan? No, sir; that fallacy may su! 
the Secret tary, ~ but it will not deceive the. peopl 
|| In$ eptember last, when Mr. Morgan had m: ad 
over fifty thousand dollars, repre sentation to th 
Cabinet was made in regard to this matter, a id 
the attention of the Secretary directed to it. Seam 
he changed the policy no censure could hav: 
charged upon him; but he persistently refused; 
| and in December Mr, Morgan had increas: d hi 
| fortune to the enormous sum of about ninety thou- 

sand dollars—at the rate of a quarter of a million 
| perannum. Mr. Morgan’s services could |! 

eS *nsecured at $5 000annually,and Birieorn 10us 
| sum saved to the "Treasury ; ; but if this be not so, 
and men owning vessels have been compe He 
induced to sell ‘them at small prices, what one 
has the Secretary to allow his brother-in-law 


ge 


ize the immense sum of $90,000 in a few mon! 
That money really belonged to the Governme 
As an agent, he takes it; 


scionable amdant, it belongs to his eanployer rs. 
The Secretary should know that the rules of | 

Chamber of Commerce in New York as to ¢ 

missions do not apply where the value of the ¥ 


put his hands in the pocket of each seller, and real- 


and if it be an uncon- 
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sel exceeds $30,000; beyond that sum the percent- 
ace is left to bargain between seller and broker. 


Can the Secretary find a solitary case where mer- 





chants have allowed two and a half per cent. on | 


a vessel worth $100,000? The rule in Boston is 
one per cent. where the value is over $20,000. 


The Secretary, in his last message, claims that | 


the vessels have been cheaply purchased. 
sume it, if you please. 


As- | 


Does he not know that | 


our commerce is paralyzed; that sail and steam | 
vessels have been crowded on the market, and 


must be sold at any price or rot at the docks? As 
well justify the purchase of the Potomska and 


; te 
Wamsutta, which were charged to the Govern- | 


ment for $7,000 more than the owners received, 
on the ground that they were cheap. The Secre- 
tary must have known this transaction was liable 
to the criticism it has received, or he would not, 
as he says he did, in advance, feel he might re- 
ceive some censure because this great bounty was 
bestowed on a brother-in-law. 

The Secretary, in his labored defense of Mr. 
Morgan, has done great injustice to Commodore 
Breese in the purchase of the Roman and Badger. 
There was an early disposition on the part of the 
Secretary to take the purchase of vessels from the 
Navy officers, for the commodore swears that ‘* he 
had directions from the Navy Department, by 
letter, April 24, 1861, to consult with persons 
capable of giving information and advice.” A 
letter written April 23, by H. Bridge, chief of the 

Zureau of Clothing, says: 

“Mr. William H. Aspinwall bas offered his services to 
the Secretary of the Navy, who wishes you to cal] on him 
if vou need assistance in the matter of the steamers, as well 
as to acknowledge his courtesy.” 


On the same day the Secretary also wrote, ‘* ad- 


vising him to consult with Governor Morgan, G. 
D. Morgan, with Messrs. William Evarts, Blatch- 
ford, Grinnell, also cemmittee of citizens, who are 
employed to act for this Department.”’ 

In a letter of April 29, the Secretary says: 

‘‘In my letter of the 23d inst., I referred to certain gen 


tlemen as an advising committee, with whom you mighit | 


consult. One of the gentlemen alluded to, George D. Mor 
gan, Esq., has the special confidence of the Department ; 
and you will advise with him, in behalf of the Department, 


and as its friend, in this emergency, in the purchases you | 


may make, and the extraordinary measures you are com 
pelied to take. It has been gratifying to the Department 
to witness the promptitude and alacrity that have been ex 
hibited, and the services rendered, not only by the gentle 
inan reterred to, but by Mr. Aspinwall and others.”’ 

On the 30th April, 1861, the Secretary says: 
‘‘in order to relieve yourself of inconvenience, and sun 
dry gentlemen who were specified as advisers in the late 
emergency, I have proposed that Mr. G. D. Morgan and Mr. 
W. H. Aspinwall be substituted in their place. ‘These two 
gentiemen have been efficient in aiding and assisting you, 
and are vigilant for the country and its interests. ‘They 


will, it is believed, cheerfully act for the Department when | 


you have not opportunity or time to consult with it. Both 
of the gentlemen have been written to, by this mail,onthe 


subject, and you will consult with either, or both, in your | 


future negotiations and purchases.”’ 


In a letter of May 13, speaking of purchasing 


several vessels, among them whaling ships, he | 


says: 

“ Please advise with Mr. G. D. Morgan in regard to this 
matter, and make purchases with his approval.” 

Thus it clearly appears that Commodore Breese 
was induced to place confidence in Mr. Aspin- 
wall; and when the whale ships were ordered, in 


the absence of Mr. Morgan, he called on Mr. As- | 


pinwall, and was governed by his advice and 
action, and May 19, wrote to the Secretary: 


|| a fair brokerag 


“| have commissioned an agent, indicated by Mr. Aspin- | 


wall, to proceed to New Bedtord to negotiate for the pur 


chase of three whale ships, which the Department directed | 


me to obtain for coaling uses. 


None can be purchased in 
this place.”? 


After the Secri tary had frequently advised him 
to consult a number of persons, in every letter re- 
ducing the number, until he declares his warm 
attachment to Mr. Morgan and Mr. Aspinwall, 
although the letter ordering the whale ships re- 
quested him to purchase them with the approval 
of Mr. Morgan; still, in his absence, and the 
pressing necessities of the purchase, and consid- 
ering the high eulogiums pronounced by the Sec- 


retary on Mr. Aspinwall, the following statement | 


in the letter of the Secretary is remarkable, and 
unsustained by the evidence: 


“ Had the naval officer followed the orders that were given | 


him, these frauds would not have been perpetrated. But 
Commodore Breese employed Mr. Aspinwall’s broker, and 
not Mr. Morgan, and the results were a gross fraud and the 
purchase of inferior vessels, which could not have been the 
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The attempt to sacrifice Mr. Aspinwall and 
Commodore Breese in Mr. Morgan’s defense 
requires no comment. ; 

This charge of the Secretary is more remarka- 
ble when it is remembered that the person referred 
to by himas Mr. spinieall’s broker was Starbuck, 
the very man employed by Mr. G. D. Morgan 
subsequently to the purchase of the Roman and 
Badger, as appears from the following letter: 

WASHINGTON, June 1, 1861. 

Dear Commopore: [ have not directed the Mediator to 
go tothe navy-yard, and, until 1 hear from you, shall do 
nothing in the matter. I have requested Mr. Starbuck, 
purchased her, to call and see you. 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 

GEO. D. 
S. L. Breese, Esq., Flag Officer. 


who 


MORGAN. 


It is due to Commodore Breese to say that when 
the ships were brought to the navy-yard he dis- 
ec the fraud, informed the Secretary, and 
desired to have them considered Mr. Aspinwall’s 
purchase; which he understood was done, as an 
order was issued for loading them. 

The Secretary also refers to the Penguin and Al- 
batross, bought by Commodore Breese for $75,000 
each, alleging that they were of no greater ton- 
nage than the Starsand Stripes. The Secretary, 
however, omits to state that the Penguin and Al- 
batross were built for sea-going vessels, with double 
engines, and cost, probably, in construction, one 
third more than the Stars and Stripes. 

The Secretary further says: 

** In asingle transaction originally made with a large ship 
owner by Commodore Breese, for five valuable steamers, 
I felt that the Government was unfortunately involved. 
and Mr. Morgan was employed to relieve the Department. 
Under many and great difficulties, he sueceeded in saving 
to the Government, by his action in that transaction, above 
$124,000.” 

The explanation, as I understand it, is this: the 
commodore, in chartering the five vessels, re- 
quired the owners to insert a price at which they 
would sell toGovernment. It wasa mere propo- 
sition on their part. It was not accepted; neither 
was the Government bound to pay it. 

The Secretary also adds: 

‘Yet [hear from the owners and sellers no complaint 
that they, by the operation of this system of purchase, have 
been oppressed or aggrieved.’ 

Let us examine the correctness of this statement 
by one transaction. In the month of May last, 
J. Rudolph Sieg and James C. Jewett & Co., of 
New York city, were owners of the steamer Mer- 
cedita. During that month a man by the name of 
Burrill, claiming to be an agent and adviser of the 
Navy Department, proposed a purchase. Jewett 
& Co., to prevent the extortions of Government 
agents, on the 19th day of June wrote a letter to 
the Secretary of the Navy, offering to charter or 
sell that vessel at a valuation to be fixed by the 
Department. A similar letter was sent by them 
to the President of the United States. The Secre- 
tary returned an answer refusing to charter o1 
purchase, as she was unsuited for an armed ship. 


Burrill shortly afier appears, saying that he ean 


| sell the rejected steamer; that he had returned from 


case had the policy which the Department was then insti- |/ 


tuting prevailed, and its orders been obeyed.” 


\| the Mercedita, although the names to the bill of 


Washington, and asked authority from them to 
sell to Government, which was given him on the 
3d day of July. On the 3lst of July, Burrill came 
again,and made an offer from the Secretary of the 
Navy for the rejected steamer, on the condition 
that the owners should pay $5,000 to him, besides 
; Which $5,000 Burrill said was to 
be given to Government officials for their assist- 
ance in selling this vessel. Jewett & Co. refused, 
proclaiming that they would first see their vessel 
rotat the wharf,and themselves wanting for bread, 
before one penny should go to bribe Government 
officials; requesting Burrill to say to those who 
sent him, if the Government wanted $5,000, they 
would give that sum toward raising another regi- 
ment to fill the place of the New York Sixty- 
ninth. Burrill left, and after the lapse ofa few 
hours returned, saying he had heard from Wash- 
ington, and that he would withdraw the condition, 
and they need only pay what they saw fit to allow 
him for his services. They accepted; and on the 
same day gave Burrill a bill of sale for the De- 
partment, and he presented a list of alterations 
required, in the handwriting of 8. M. Pook, the 
naval constructor, and one of the board to examine 
vessels. On the 27th September they delivered up 
the vessel to Government, through Burrill. 

Much tothe surprise of the owners, the Secretary 
sent a requisition to pay Burrill the $100,000 for 
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sale were that of Sieg, owner of seven tenths, and 
Jewett & Co. three tenths. They succeeded in 
arranging so that the money should be drawn by 
a third party. Some twenty days after the date 
of the requisition, an order was had on the sub- 
Treasury for the money. Mr. George D. Mor- 
gan did not appear in the negotiation until after 
the requisition for the moaey; he then came and 
demanded $2,500 for his share, admitting that he 
did not sell or purchase, yet the owners could not 
get their money until he was paid; and if they 
would consent to pay, he would write to Wash- 
ington and urge the immediate remittance of the 
money. 

The above facts must have been known to the 
Secretary. ‘They were written to Commodore 
Hudson, October 31, with a rv quest that they be 
filed in the Navy Department, which doubtless 
was done. Since the letter of the Secretary the 
committee have not had time to examine the own 
ers of the Mercedita; but the foregoing and sub- 
sequent facts in connection with the purchase are 
sustained by affidavits of J. Rudolph Sieg and 
James C. Jewett. They testify that they did not 
see or know anything of George D, Morgan until 
after the purchase and delivery of the bill of sale 
to the Department, through Burrill; that on the 
19th day of November they called on Mr. Mor- 
gan, demanding repayment of $2,500, and he said 
he had credited it to the Navy Department; that 
he had only taken this sum so the Department 
might have so much back in case the Department 
elected to keep the same, on the ground that he 
understood the Mercedita cost only $64,000; yet 
Mr. Morgan, when he took the $2,500, gave a 
receipt for the same * for commissions on sale of 
the Mercedita.’? The owners deny that they ever 
asked $130,000 for the steamer, although Mr. 
Morgan claims in his statement that such amount 
was demanded of him. The Department fixed 
the value, and negotiated through the medium 
above stated, 

On the 17th January, Jewett & Co. wrote an- 
other letter to the Secretary, in which they recite 
the fact of their former complaints, showing that 
they have been éppressed or aggrieved, in which 
they say: 

**Do you think it right to endeavor to carry to the pub-_ 
lie, after such an offer on our part, the idea that we sought 
to obtain $30,000 more than this vessel’s value; and to 
foster this talsehood on the public, to give an idea of your 
brother-in-law’s fitness to purchase vessels for the Gov 
ernment ?’’ 

Another remarkable transaction was the sale 
by the Ordnance Bureau, to Mr. Eastman, of five 
thousand Hall’s carbines, an arm which needed 
some alteration to be useful, for $3 50 each. This 
private sale was made at a time when the Depart- 
ment was buying arms which had been con- 
demned, and sent from the arsenals of Europe. 
After an expenditure of from seventy-five cents 
to $1 25, they were sold to Simon Stevens for 
$12 50; then to General Frémont for $22. No 
wonder our expenses are $2,000,000 per duy- 
Government sells at $3 58, and mm a short time 
buys back at $22. Dr. Cummings bought seven 
hundred of the same carbines for $15 each. 

The evidence of Major Hagner shows that Mr. 
Stevens was an agent or aid of General Frémont. 
This Mr. Stevens denies. However, the relation 
was one of a warm personal character. He had 
probably just left him with instructions to pur- 
chase. His dispatch to Frémont was just such 
as an agent would send, or one who had the as- 
surance of the necessities of the West, and that 
the arms would be taken. At all events, the bar- 
fain wasan unconscionable one, whereby stevens 
was to make about $50,000 in one day, without 
incurring any risk or investing any capital. 

There seemed to be no green spot in the Repub 
lic. The gross frauds upon the sea-board, by the 
Potomac, found a counterpart on the banks of the 
Mississippi. ‘The contagion spread and fastened 
itself upon the department of the West. A bevy 
of cormorants gathered around Frémont, who 
were feasting upon the blood they were drawing 
from the natlon—moré impudent in their claims, 
more unblushing in their extortions. There, as 
here, no sales could be made to the Government 
except through the medium of heartless contract- 
ors. There, as here, none but special 
could share of publi bout ty. Those willing to 
furnish cheaply and well were cast aside, while a 
hardware firm, Child, Pratt & Fox, were allowed 
to furnish nearly $1,000,000 without the formality 


favorites 
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of fixing the price in advance, they procuring from 
the very men who offered to supply Government, 
and at the offered prices, while they charged an 
advance of twe nty-five to fift y per cent. Men in 
league with Quartermaster McKinstry and his in- 
spectors would first extort from the honest farmer, 
and then unblushingly rob from the Treasury. 
in building the forts at St. Louis, more than 
$100,000 was squandered upon profligate, unprin- 
cipled favorites. 

These plunderers, some imported from Cali- 
fornia, and some for a long while in the employ 
and receiving food and raiment from the Govern- 
ment, gathered around the person of Frémont, and 
suffered none to approach him too nearly. 

Quartermaster McKinstry was the high priest 
it this festival of robbery and crime; a man who 
had for many years been in the regular service of 
the United States; a man furnished by the Ad- 
ministration to the department of the West, which 
was supposed to be a guarantee for his faithful- 
nessand integrity; trusting confidingly, Frémont 
watched him not closely. I do not pretend that 
Frémont shared the spoils with Child, Pratt & 
Fox. or McKinstry, any more than I, for a mo- 
ment, believe that Secretary Welles shared the 
enormous profits of his brother-in-law. 
excuse to say that the magnitude of this rebellion, 
huge in proportion, the impending danger casting 
i 
threatening the nation’s life, was a justification 
for allowing the exercise of unlicensed cupidity. 
Without doubt, generals and Cabinet ministers 
have bowed down beneath the weight of increas- 
ing responsibility; but this reckless horde were 
undermining the very ground on which they trod. 

Mr. DAVIS. 
to interrupt him here? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I cannot now. 

Mr. DAVIS. You have done me a great in- 
justice in the committee, and I desire here to set 
myself right. 1 must have an explanation here 
or elsew here. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. 
here or elsewhere after my hour expires; but my 
time is running fast. Itis not that I am unwilling 
te 


It is no | 


dark shadows over our national pathway and | 


Will the gentleman permit me 


I will meet the gentleman | 


»answer the gentleman, for | will answer him | 


_or any other man, here or at any other place. 

Another item of reckless expenditure was the 
order of the War Department allowing two cents 
per mile for the transportation of troops, and lib- 
eral prices for baggage and horses. So enormous 
were the profits, that’ railroad companies in the 
West bid and paid from fifteen to twenty-five hun- 
dred dollars to nearly every regiment for the priv- 
ilege of transportation. It is remarkable that the 
late Secretary, who was himself, by long experi- 
ence and observation, so conversant with the man 
agement of railroads, who rejoiced in the confi- 
dence of a friend who was intimate with railroad 


connexions, especially in Pennsylvania, should | 


have allowed railroad companies such large 
amounts that they could lavish thousands for the 
transportation of a single regiment. 

Trains not running so swiftly, and sometimes 
with no better cars, charged nearly double more 
than emigrant rates. Did he not know thateach 


passenger was entitled to eighty pounds of bag- 


Yet an extra charge was allowed for all 


rare ? 
oS 


| none involving so much of crime against human- | 


| of nations. 


| which their fathers ordained, and of which they 


| twain the flowery banner which their fathers and 


| lution. 
| grave where the patriotsleeps. Howdeepthecrime | 


transported with the troops; thus thousands have |] 


been unjustly taken from the Treasury, not only 
by the assent of the Department, but by its ex- 
ress sanction and order. 

The pirates who infest the ocean, underthe com- 
mission of the rebel chief, are not more deserving 


the execration of mankind than the gang who, on | 


land, are suffered to feast upon the sweat of the 
poor and the blood of the brave. 

While the nation isstraining at every nerve, and 
bleeding at every pore, these heartless creatures— 
for gain, to gratify unholy passions—wretches, 

** Who shrine their lusts in heaven, 
And make a pander of their God,”’ 
have a firmer grasp upon the throat of the nation 
than this armed rebellion. Like panthers, at the 
set of sun, across the nation’s darkened path, they 
‘* Bound upon their startled prey.” 


And while this mighty nation, this giant of the 
West, is trembling beneath its great weight, its 
arms growing weary, all its nerves and sinews 
quivering, almost while life is ebbing from its 
veins, if gold could be extracted from the quartz, 
they would pick by piece-meal the rock on which 


| we can harm them, punish them, subdue them by 
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he stands, or if they could make merchandise of 
his locks, disheveled by the rough tempest, would | 
shear him of his strength. They follow— 
** With that keen second scent of death, 
By which the vulture snufls the food.’’ 
If we cannot overcome the open enemy in front, 
let us at least banish the masked traitor in our 
midst. Do this, and you strengthen anew the 
arms and add to the courage of the nation, inspire | 
hope, and insure the conviction that all will be 
well. Traitor spies have been walking your | 
streets, feasting at your saloons, promenading at 
your levees, and sleeping in your capital. They 
ate been engaged in your Departments, making 
drawings of your fortifications, aggregations of | 
your armies; all your consultations, your plans of | 
battles and order of marches, have been commu- 
nicated to the enemy. Your generals have been 
paralyzed, your armies defeated, by the very men 
who are feeding upon the bounty of your Gov- | 
ernment, betraying your confidence and the land 
which holds the graves of their fathers. 
* Oh, for a tongue to curse the slave 
Whose treason, like a deadly blight, 
Comes o’er the counsels of the brave, 
And blasts them in their hour of might!”’ 


Sir, I am not one of those disposed to question 
or distrust the ability or correctness of our lead- 
I have always believed that a poor general, | 
with the confidence of the people, was far better | 
than a Napoleon or Hannibal, with mutterings 
of complaint and half-uttered distrust. We can- | 
not afford another defeat. They who control our 
armies will illy discharge their duty if they are 
guided by aught else than their own matured judg- 
ments. But I have a right to insist that we shall 
use all the means which a God of providence has | 
laced inourreach. No war has been more cause- 
ess; no rebellion, with so little of complaint, since 
the angels fell; no treason which threatened so 
much destruction, and imperiled so much of hap- 
piness for the present, or hope for the future; 


ers, 


. . . . - . . | 
ity, or sin against Him who guides the destinies | 


Men in arms were formerly our brethren; and 
while in peace we would treat them as friends, in | 
war letus treat them asenemies. They are seeking 
to wrap in flames the temples which their fathers | 
built, and in which they worshiped. They are 
trampling under foot the Constitution and laws 


boasted; above all, they have despised and rent in 


ours planted in victory on Saratoga and York- 
town’s plains—that banner which floated in tri- 
umphatChippewaand New Orleans;under which, 
on the plains of Mexico, the Palmetto regimentand 
the volunteers from the Empire State foughtside by 





side, where the gallant Butler fell. They cannot di- 
vorce the American people from that noble ensign; 
each stripe on its starry folds goes back and en- 
twines itself around the battle-fields of the Revo- 
Every star stands as a sentinel over the 


of those who have been reared to sing of its power | 
now to trample and despise it! Are not such men | 
the basest of enemies, who should feel our pun- 
ishments and our vengeance, too? Will you talk 
of the constitutional rights of men who are steeped | 
in the gall of such damning infamy? In this war 
it matters not what may be their institutions. 
No matter though they be the best on earth; if 


sundering their institutions, itis our duty to do so. 
A rebel sells you a horse for $100, which you | 
agree to pay him by solemn contract in writing; | 
he comes, steals the horse, and then demands that 
you shall pay him the price agreed. 

It will not do for this Administration, nor for | 
us, with halfa million of men sleeping on their 
arms, to be apologizing with proclamations which 
are senseless; that we should be dancing like har- 
lots in the ante-chamber of this stupendous crim- 
inal, though armed to destroy, and surrounded 
with the minions of an enslaved nationality. To 
the incendiary who puts the torch to your dwell- 
ing, and is despoiling you of family and property, 
would you stand crouched on one knee, begging 
like a dog that you did not mean to burn his | 
dwelling or destroy his property? No, sir; let 
us stand in the dignity of our national manhood; 
and he who violates our Constitution, tramples 
on our flag, or perils our commerce, is an enemy 








whom we should strike, whether it be in the de. 
struction of life or property. Already has judg. 
ment been pronounced; it has been decreed they 
should suffer death, and are now, or should be 
undergoing the penalty. As well might they cry 
out for constitutional rights as for the malefacto; 
in the penitentiary, or the murderer under the gal. 
lows, to claim the rights of life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. 

Let not generals be issuing orders to degrade 
the manhood of our troops by rescuing or return- 
ing fugitive slaves. Let them not be exercising 
their talents to determine how they shall hun: 
slaves, rather than capture rebels. -” them not 
treata loyal black man worse than atraitor master, 

See, just before the battle of Manassas, a gon- 
eral occupies part of his time in writing orders 
that no fugitive slave should be allowed within the 
lines. Had slaves been suffered to bring intelli- 
gence and give warning, many of our brave soldiers 
might not now be sleeping in death on that dread- 
ful field. He must have read the history of his 
own country to but little purpose, or he would 
have known that two of the most disastrous de- 
feats our arms sustained in the South during th 
Revolution was because two slaves guided th 
enemy to the camps of our fathers. The slaves 
who periled their lives to ferry our maimed so|- 
diers over the Potomac at Ball’s Bluff you would 
return to chains and stripes, while you claim to 
protect the constitutional rights of the traitors who 
had wounded them. 

Some men among us talk of compromise and 
peace; none desire peace more than we. Let these 
men not importune us; we have not provoked nor 
encouraged this war. Let them go to the rebels 
who stole our guns, unlimbered them, fired upon 
our fort, and disgraced the flag. Let them go to 
the men who are floating the black flag of treason 
almost in sight of the Capifdl. -Let them go to th: 
men who make night hideous with demoniac 
shrieks of disunion over the grave where the bones 
of Washington are moldering. Let them go to 
Richmond and ask the rebel crew to pull down thy 
confederate banner, and float the stars and stripes 
in its stead, over our custom-house and post office. 
Let them go to Charleston and New Orleans, ro! 
themselves in sackcloth and ashes, and ask that 
the ensign of their fathers shall float in their ports 
Let them do this, and we will have peace. W: 
ask for no more; we will submit to no less. Let 
them do this, and the sword of every northern 
soldier will be returned to its scabbard, and he wi 
no longer pray “ to teach his hands to war and his 
fingers to fight.” 

We know their terms of compromise. T) 
traitor Davis, taking advantage of his position 
while here to mature his conspiracies in the other 
end of this Capitol, wanted us to roll up and lay 
away the national flag. Rollit up and lay it away! 
Why, it had been made glorious in three wars, 
and the wreath of its victories was yet green. It 
had carried American civilization over the prairies 
of the West; from the mouth to the source of the 
Father of Waters; across the great wastes beyond; 
from the summit of the Rocky mountains its pro- 
tecting folds covered a land washed by two oceans. 
Roll it up and lay it away! Why? It had floated 
our commerce on every sea; was the emblem 0! 
our nationality and power in every port. Its folds 
were stiffened by the spray of the northern ocean, 
and languidly hung to the masts in tropic seas. 
Roll it up and lay it away! Never! It was pow- 
erful to protect Martin Kostza thousands of miles 
from this Capitol, and it shall be powerful to pro- 
tect the loyal citizen wherever he may be found: 
men like Johnson, in Eastern Tennessee; ant 
Holt, in his Kentucky home. If this be not so, 
let us perish, and as a nation be forgotten; bettcr 
our history had never been written; better the Dec- 
laration of Independence had never been penne d; 
better the blood of the Revolution had never been 
shed. 

It is no wonder that the thrones of England and 
France and the despotisms of Europe are in sy"™- 
pathy, and, as far as they dare, in action agains! 
us. They know this to be the last hope of tree- 
dom, the last home of the oppressed; they know 

«“ That earth’s struggling millions turn hither in glee, 

To the land of the beautiful, land of the free.”’ 
They know that the great American people are!" 
sympathy with the down-trodden, with the hew- 
ers of wood and the drawers of water on the eastern 
continent. They know that the revolutionists may 
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wage the battle for the rights of man, and, if un- 
successful, find a city of refuge here. United, they 
know that we are powerful to defend our own, 
and protect the rights of others; divided, our power 
is gone, and we become as feeble as the republics 
in South America. They know that the political 
exile, the captive in his dungeon, the soldier of 
liberty, whether on the summit of the Alps or in 
its deep ravines, in the gloom of Hungary or 
amid the desolations of Poland, are breathing forth 


prayers that in this great battle the rights of man |) 


may be victorious. They know if we are divided, 
defeated, destroyed, the dust of centuries will 
longer remain upon the throne of power; the 
crown will rest more easy on the despot’s brow; 
and every tyrant grasp more firmly the scepter 
which he wields. Let us disappoint them while 
we frustrate the schemes of speculators counung 
their gains, and politicians gambling for the suc- 
cession by the half-opened grave of the Republic. 
The dead past, from out the page of history, is 
looking down upon us; the living present, throb- 
hing with hope, trembling with fear, is looking 
down upon us; the on-coming future, the echo 
of whose millions’ footfalls in the corridors of 
time we can almost hear, is looking upon, beck- 
oning to us, and in silent prayer beseeching that | 
we may be true to ourselves, to the great legacy 
our fathers bequeathed, to the trust placed in our 
hands to enjoy and transmit, not to tarnish and 
destroy. By all the memories of the past; by all 
the prospects of the present; by all the hopes of 
the future, let us rid ourselves of the sappers and 
miners at home; conquer this rebellion and sub- | 
due the traitors. Do you say we may not suc- | 
ceed? Then let us perish in the attempt. We 
may vainly die for the land we cannotsave, Then | 
be itso. Here let hope and liberty’s farewell fight 
be fought. The pale angel of the grave can at 
least steer our ill-destined bark through the ** gate | 
of tears.”’ a | 
‘¢ Our cause may be betrayed, 
Our dear-loved country made 
A land of carcasses and slaves, 
One dreary waste of chains and graves.’ 
We cannot, we dare not yield, ** while heaven | 
has-light or earth has graves.’ 
‘No: rather houseless roam, 
Where freedom and our God may lead, 
Than be the sleckest slave at home 
That crouches to the conqueror’s creed.” | 
Nosuch dreadful fate can be ours if we are only | 
true to humanity and the God who guides the 
destinies of nations, the movements of armies, as | 
he does the sparrow in its fall. Here we make | 
our stand; five hundred thousand men, a wall of 
human hearts, to guard the land we love, the flag 
we honor. If driven hence, even tothe ocean and | 
the lakes, we there will stand 
** Until the last red blade be broken, | 
| 





And the last arrow in the quiver.”’ 

Mr. SEDGWICK. I move that the further | 
consideration of this report be postponed until | 
Thursday of next week. 

Mr. HICKMAN. lask the gentleman from 
New York to give way to me for a moment. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. I yield to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania on my left [Mr. Davis] for a 
personal explanation. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Speaker, I unite entirely in | 
every denunciation by the honorable chairman of 
the committee. There is no gentleman on this 
floor or in this country more earnestly desirous | 
than I am to bring to justice every man guilty of 
fraud or crime in the report of this committee. I 
have a personal interest in bringing to justice one 
gentleman thus charged. I desired to interrupt | 
the gentleman from New York for one moment in 
order that I might ask him, ask the committee, 
ask this House to unite with me in my efforts—thus 
far in vain—to have one gentleman, who is here 
charged with crime, arrested, court-martialed, and 
—if the penalty be death, as I should vote it to 
be—if he be found guilty, that he be condemned 
and properly puwished. That gentleman, sir, is | 
my brother, Captain Davis, assistant quarter- 
master of the western department, He is here 
charged with the crime of defrauding the Govern- 
ment and the soldiers by certain acts of his. He 
knew nothing of that charge until it was published 
‘o the world. In the report of the committee he 
found he was charged with * the grossest decep- 
tion and fraud;”’ that his character was attainted ; 
and that he was a scoundrel—for such persons are 
no more nor less than scoundrels. He applied to 
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General Halleck for a court of inquiry. Thean- | 








| tried. 
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swer was: ** My dear sir, there are no charges 
against you.” ‘It was referred to Washington. 
Still there was no charge. I waited on the Sec- 
retarv of War, I waited on Quartermaster Meigs, 
with my brother’s request that he be arrested and 
‘He could obtain no hearing. He then 
wrote to this committee, asking that it would unite 
with me in obtaining a court of inquiry to estab- 
lish his innocence or guilt. I have been before 
that committee, after striving with them individ- 
ually. I have failed in my purpose; yet members 
have kindly heard me, and promised relief, yet it 
has not come to me. I have gone from man to 
man; did I ask of any to screen him? No, sir. 
Strong in the assurance of his innocence, I asked 
that he should be brought up and made an ex- 


}ample. I tell you, sir, that these reports are mere 


waste paper unless they are followed up with due 
punishment. This committee has done more to 
injure the credit of the Government by publishing 
these broadcast charges of fraud and corruption, 
leading the werld to believe that honesty had fled 
the land, that the Government was the victim of 
sharpers and peculators, and bringing no man to 
punishment. No single thing that has occurred 
since this war has desolated the land has produced 
amore serious effect upon the public confidence 
than this seeming prevalence of crime, yet immu- 
nity from punishment for the criminal. 


K. 


Let the House interpose to correct this evil in- 


fluence. Recognizing the charges of its commit- 
tee, letitinstitute investigation, condemnation, and 
punishment, in prompt succession. If Captain 
Davis be guilty, let this House unite with me in 
having him brought before a court-martial, and 
ee > ° - ra ° : 
visited with the penalty of the law. This will be 
a step in the right direction, and will do much to 


establish the credit of the Government. Since that | 


report has been published I have sat shame-faced 
in the House because of these charges against one 
of the same name and blood. One of the com- 
mittee, fromswhom I demanded justice for my 
brother, said: ** My dear sir, it would cost the 
Government $500 to bring your brother here and 
give himahearing.’’ Five hundred dollars to bring 


him here that he may reéstablish his lost reputa- | 


tion! I say to that gentleman, and I say to any 
other, that my reputation is held of more worth 
than my life; and that my brother’s reputation is 
to me more than any other’s life. Therefore I 


| rose to this point; and I hope that by some means 


justice will be done. Iam not acquainted with 
the machinery of these things. I only speak as 
aman who has been wronged. I ask the House, 
I ask the committee, I ask the proper sero 
authorities, that the charge may be investigated, 
that if the man be guilty he may be punished, 
and if innocent, as I know him to be, that his inno- 
cence may be made manifest. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. I desire to renew the mo- 
tion to pestpone the further consideration of this 
report, and, at the suggestion of gentlemen, | will 
make the time longer than I before suggested. I 
will move that it be postponed until one week from 
Tuesday next, after the morning hour. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman yield to 
me for one moment? 

Mr. SEDGWICK. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 


Yes, sir. 
I offer the following as an 


amendment to be added to the fourth resolution. | 


The SPEAKER. One amendment is already 
pending, submitted by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Srevens,] to strike out the word 
‘through’? and insert the word * from.”’ 

Mr. HOLMAN. I propose the following as 
an additional resolution. 

The SPEAKER. There is one amendment 
already pending, simply striking out one word 
and inserting another, and no other amendment 
can be admitted at this time except as an amend- 
ment to that amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Then I give notice that I 
will, whenever the opportunity occurs, offer this 
additional resolution, which I desire now to have 
read for information. And now, for the purpose 
of enabling me to offer it before the matter is post- 
poned, I will move the previous question upon the 
pending amendment. 
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Mr. HOLMAN. I object to the amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Then the question is on sec- 
onding the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. I decline to yield for that 
purpose, 

Mr. DAWES. Will the centleman from New 
York allow me for a single moment, as a matter 
due to the committee after the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania? I will be brief. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. I will withdraw the motion 
to ee for that purpose. 

Mr. DAWES. I will detain the House but a 
moment. I cau appreciate, and I think every mem- 
ber of the committee does, the sensitiveness of the 


gentleman from Pennsylvania touching the repu- 


tation of his brother, involved as it isin the report 
of the committee. It does himeredit. lamelad 
to see him thus sensitive. I hope, however, he 
will, as consistently as he can with regard to the 
reputation of his brother, confine himself in the 
statement he makes to what he knows, and be a 
little careful that he does no one else injustice. 

The gentleman has stated here that this matter, 
as Itappears in the report, was without the know! 
edge of his brother; that while the matter of this 
transaction of his brother was being investigated 
by the committee, his brother had no knowledge 
of it whatever. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the first knowledge the 


committee had of it was from the testimony of 
| that brother himself, taken before them. He came 


| fied by Captain Davis himself. 


| pers. 


before the committee and furnished us with cer- 
tified copies of the papers that appear in extenso 
in the report—not only certified copies, but certi- 
1 It is claimed by 
him and claimed by the gentleman that the com- 
mittee have fallen into a mistake about these pa- 
Now, the papers were furnished by Cap- 
tain Davis himself; and if he led the committee 
into an error by giving them as certified and true 
copies that which proves not to be correct copies, 
the committee are not to blame. The blame must 
fall upon Captain Davis himself. But I under- 
stand, in justice to Captain Davis, that the whole 
complaint arises from the fact that there is an in- 
accuracy—an alleged inaccuracy—in the copies 
furnished to us certified by Captain Davis. That 
1 understand the gentleman in private conference 
with the committee to state. I believe I have no- 
where heard, I do not know that any other mem- 
ber of the committee has heard, anything else 
except this, which is alleged to be a mistake. 
Now, it may bea mistake. I submit that it 
would be very easy to fall into such a mistake, 
If it is a mistake, however, as 1 have said, the 
fault solely with Captain Davis himself. 
Now, my friend has said that he wanted Captain 
Davis to appear again before the committee; that 
he wanted the committee to send to St. Louis for 
him and bring him here. The reply of the com 
mittee to that request was that if they have fallen 


rests 


| into an error it was the fault of Captain Davis 


The SPEAKER. If there be ne objection, the | 


Chair will consider the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, to strike out the 
word ‘** through,” and insert in lieu thereof the 
word ‘* from,”’ as adopted. 


himself, and not their fault; and that if Captain 

Davis will come here before the committee they 

will gladly receive any explanation he may have 

tomake. But it can hardly be expected that we 

shall send to St. Louis and bring him here to cor- 
rect a mistake which he himself had fallen into 

by furnishing incorrect copies. 

Mr. Speaker, it is true that my friend has done 
all that he could to have his brother court-mat 
tialed, to have him tried bya legal military tribe 
nal. I respectand honor him for it; but the gen- 
tleman could not find fault with the committee on 
that account. The committee could not institute 
any prosecution atall. We laid the testimony 
before the authorities here at Washington, and ut 
was their duty to look intothematter. Thecom 
mittee cannot institute a court-martial. If they 


| could, they would have instituted more than one 


| 


| 


before this time. Idonot know what controlling 
reason the military authorities may have why they 
have notinstituted acourt-martial. The commit- 
tee could only investigate. They have taken their 
testimony, and have laid it before the Department. 
They leave the responsibility where it belongs— 
with those who have the power to institute courts- 
martial when and where they please. 

Mr. DAVIS. Allow me to correct the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts. 

Mr. DAWES. I will yield. 

Mr. DAVIS. I have stated that my brother 
knew nothing of the charges arrayed against him 
until they were published here. Now, in answer 
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to all the gentleman from Massachusetts has said, 
I will merely state the facts as they appear. 

On the 22d of October Assistant Quartermaster 
ee was called before the committee; and on 
ill find on referring to the evidence that he ws 
mply asked whether he furnished certain article 
ti » the Department. * Yes.’’ ** From whom were 
the y bought?’ **Thus and so.’”’ ‘Is this your 
Lill (presenting it) for that property?’’ “Yes.” 
Well, the examination of Captain ‘Davis passed 
through, as you will find it in this report. If you 
will turn to his testimony, you will find that it re- 
lated principally to the purchase of certain blank- 
He states, in answer to a question, that they 
were purchased of his son, And there is where 
he committed the great wrong. It was in pur- 
hasing them from anybody he knew. He pur- 
hased the blankets from his gon, and presented 
to tl his bill Was it a true bill? 

* Cert unly, the whole is correct.”’ 

But Captain Davis received no intimation of the 
grave charges preferred against him. The com- 
mittee made up the case without asking any ex- 
planation of the bills; and I will say that the read- 
ing of it reminds me very much of the celebrated 
tris a in Engl a reported by Dickens, of Pick- 
wick vs. Bard You will find from this point in 
the testimony aa the committee dwelt upon the 
number and equipment of General Frémont’s life- 





els. 


1c committee 


guard. ‘* How many men were there? What 
kind of horses did they ride? Were they bay 
horses? Were they not this, that, or the other? 


sabers? Did not his guard 


99 


Did they not wear 
stand with drawn sabers? 

Sir, as | have walked down Pennsylvania av- 
enue, in this city, and observed the splendid 
corner of ea with drawn 
sabers, mounted on the same colored horses that 
so excited the committee in St. Louis, they serve 
as a constant reminder of the noble fellows who 
were my constant admiration in the streets of 
St. Louis, dashing along on ** bay horses,’’ with 
‘“drawn sabers.”’ 

if you will read the testimony taken in St. 
Louis you will find the question most pressed 
was, What was the color of the horses of General 
Krémont’s life-cuard? 

Mr. DAWES. I cannot yield further. 

Mr. DAVIS. Allow me one moment further. 

Mr. DAWES. No, sir; I claim the floor. My 
friend will allow me to remind him that we are 
not discussing the question of General Frémont’s 
life-ruards, neither in regard to the length of the 
tails of the horses, nor anything of that kind. It 
is simply what mistake was made by the gentle- 
brother in his testimony. If he will con- 
line himself to that I will yield the floor to him, 
but when he travels from the question I must in- 
terrupt him. 

Mr. DAVIS. On the 23d of October other wit- 
nesses were examined with regard to this bill. 
Now, it would be very easy for me, if I had time 


guards at the ch street, 


man *s 


to go into it, to show to the House how the mis- 
apprehension arose, But I will not dwell upon 
that now. The point I make is, that on the 22d 
my brother was examined and laid that evidence 
before the committee. On the 23d other persons, 
Captain ‘Turnley and others of the department, 


were cXamine d,i ind the committee thought an er- 


ror in the bill was discovered, but this suspicion 
was not communicated to Captain Davis. Had 
they asked him to explajn—had they asked to see 
his accounts, he would have presented his books, 
and shown such simple facts as would have cleared 
th irdoabtsand his reputation. The whole charg 
is based upon a mistake easy of correction, and 


yet I have been prevented from correcting this || 


mistake, 

As | said before, I went to the various members 
of the committee. Some of them put me off. 
Chere were honorable exceptions, however, and 
they strove to aid me and to bring the matter be- 
fore the committee and the country in its true light. 
My brother knew 2 
they were laid before the House and the coun- 
try, and in the presence of this House he stands 
branded asa villain. All 1 ask is that my brother 
may be punished if guilty, and righted if inno- 
cent. He claims that there is no charge made 
against him that cannot be fully and clearly ex- 
plained by the facts of the case; that his effi- 
ciency as an officer is materially affected because 
of this dist 1onor to his name; that his peace of | 
mind is destroyed by this most unjust accusation, 


nothing of these charges until | 


| blankets at 
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Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire to say one word, 
with the permission of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts. It is natural that my colleague [Mr. 
Davis] should feel a very deep interest in the mat- 
ter now before the House. J wish, on his behalf, 
to bring out the pointa little more clearly than 
probably he has done; not to discuss its merits— 
for I never pretend to discuss that case which has 
never been heard before a tribunal. The point is 
this: that Captain Davis was examined generally 
in relation to matters connected with the military 
department of the West; but he never supposed 

—and he was not at any time notified—that his 
own character was implicated in those charges. 
He was tried; and, by the report, convicted on 
what is clearly ex parte testimony. 

From that time to this he has been laboring, 
through the instrumentality of his brother, to get 
a hearing before the committee. My colleague 
[Mr. Covope] was always in the habit, when 


prosecuting an investigation of this kind, to sub- | 
mit the evidence, afiecting the character of any | 


man, to the individual to be affected by it, and in 
all cases of giving him an opportunity of enter- 
ing a protest, or of being heard before he was 
struck at. I understand—if I am wrong I hope 
I shall be corrected—that Captain Davis—and it 
is claimed that he is a gentleman of unblemished 
reputation—has been tried without notice, and 
struck at by this committee without a hearing—a 
thing which, conceal it as we may, cover it up as 


we may, is perfectly abhorrent to the American 


mind, 
Mr. DAWES. Iam sorry my friend did not 
understand more about this matter. He ought to 


have understood what I stated awhile ago—that 
7 committee have been ready at any moment that 

Captain Davis would appear before them to hear 
him in this matter. This thing is allina nutshell, 
as it is contained on only two pages of this testi- 
mony. Captain Davis, while assistant quarter- 
master at St. Louis, purchased of his son, in Phil- 
adelphia, blankets to the amount of $14,283. They 
were condensned when they arrived at St. Louis 
by a board of survey, at the head of which was 
Captain Turnley. Captain Davis induced Gen- 
eral Frémont to order a resurvey, and at the re- 
survey he appeared before the board and presented 
bills, by which he showed that the blankets were 
only costing $1 18 and 


ordinary blankets. Through that representation 
one out of three of that board of survey was in- 
duced to recommend their use by the pair , instead 
of by the single blanket. Captain Davis was sum- 
moned by the committee, and Captain Davis pro- 
duced the re, before the committee, this bill, found 
on page 73 oO: 


The United States to H. C. Davis, Dr. 
1861. 

Aug. 14. 200 brown gray blankets, at $3 25.. #650 60 
a “ at $3 50... 1,001 00 
175 blue “ at $3 85.6 673 75 

2 blankets in each bale as wrappers 
—14, at $1 50. pind Necuaehaee 21 00 
685 blue gray bl unke “ts, at $3 50. 2.395 75 
Aug. 16. 1,856 “ & at © GO. oor 4,225 60 
200 brown blankets, at $2 37........ 474 00 
2 + “ ht OTe. desc os 540 00 
100 blue blankets, at $2 95........+. 1,180 00 
200 << 66 ut s2 C—O 5838 00 
3 *s 66 At G2 GV.wccsccese 7 80 
1 « & ty oS ae 2 94 
Aug. 16. b Greve Bbaw Ss 00 be vc casd ose wuss 2 37 
SS SB . seyanndet ouu cucu 2 70 
52 wrappers, at Sl G60..........0+6- 83 20 
Aug. 19. 792 dozen ribbed wool hose, at $3 9.376 00 
r COOPCTAR’....cvccccvcccevccsccewvess 4 25 





Less discount..... nee vent ebsdeeher 





$14,283 00 | 


At the bottom of that bill is the receipt of his 
son for the $14, 283. Aud below that is this: “A 
true copy. E. M Davis, A.Q.M.” Thatbill 
he produce 4 before the committee, and it says 
“two hundred brown gray blankets at $3 25;’ 
**two hundred and eighty-six brown gray blank- 
ets at $3 50;’ 
$3 85; 
at the price certified. 


This is his own story, his own paper produced 
before the committee, and upon it he was exam- | 


ined. When Captain Turnley, chairman of that 


board of survey, was brought before the commit- 
tee, this bill was shown to him, the identical bill | 


| was his fault and not ours. 


$1 45 apiece, and that || 
therefore , by the pair , they would be cheaper than | 


| from Indiana. 
gestion in regard to what occurred when was 


| ner of the gentleman from Pennsylvania when ! 


* © one hundre dand seventy-five blue | 
and so on, not one of them |! 





- ebru: ary i. 


now in my hand, and these questions were putto 
him: 


* Question. Is that the bill which you had before you 
upon your second examination, and upon which you base 
your report? 

** Answer. That is not the bill I saw. 

sé Question. By whom was the bill which you saw upon 
that occasion given to you? 

* Answer. It came by mail from Philadelphia ; 
was handed to me in General Frémont’s office.”’ 


{ think it 


Now Captain Davissays that this very bill which 
he presented to us should have been for two hun- 
dred brown gray blankets at $3 25 per pair, &e 
and that the word ** pair’’ should have run through 
the whole bill; that it was a mistake on his part 
to furnish us with suchabill. Well, it may have 
been so. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. It would have been g0, 
if—— 
Mr. DAWES. Not now, sir. I say it is a 


mistake he might have fallen into; but it is a mis- 
take which, if anybody fell into, he fell into, and 
not the committee. And now when his brother 
comes and calls the attention of the House to this 
matter, we say to him, and in all frankness, “ if 
your brother furnished us a bill in that form, it 
*? You say that your 
brother is coming from St. Louis to appear before 
another committee here. I say why put the Goy- 
ernment to the expense of sending for him over 


| again, and of paying the enormous expense of 
| bringing him here to explain this, his mistake. If 


he will come before the committee any day or any 
hour, he shall have a full! and fair opportunity to 
set himself right. 

He who says we have undertaken to stab Cap- 
tain Davis bebind his back; he who says we have 
not offered to him upon every occasion every op- 
portunity any fair man could ask to set himself 
right, and to correct his own errors here, does not 
know all the facts. I take the liberty to say that 
the committge had no feeling and no desire other 
than to do Oiptain Davis, or any other man whiose 
name figures in this report, full and ample justice; 
and if any man under heaven has been misrepre- 
sented in this report, and will bring before t! 
committee the evidence of it, I venture that every 
man on the committee will make the correc 1p 

But it seems that my friend’s only difficulty is 
as to who shall pay the expense of the w - ess 
coming from St. Louis. The committee hav: 
attacked more than once upon this floor * ul 
charge that the y had some motive behind | 
blacken men’s characters in this report. I know 
of no man whose name figures in this report tha 
I ever knew before I went upon that committ 
I knew of no man whose name figures in this re- 
port; I never heard of anything that should indu 


| me to wish to pen down here anything against 


any man. I went into this committee solely for 
the purpose of doing fall and ample justic: to 
every man, and if there is a man there who h 

had injustice done him, let him bring before th 
committee the evidence touching it, and it shall 
so into the book along with the other statement. 
~ L now yield to my colleague on the committee, 

Mr. Hoiman.] 

Mr. HOLMAN. IfI have an qpportanity 
occupying the floor for a moment, I will freely 
yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania if he 
will be brief. 

Mr. DAVIS. I wish to say only a few words 
Admit all that the gentleman has said; admit al 
that is published in that book—which I do not ad- 
mit—all I ask is if he is guilty punish him. Tha 


is the ground I stood upon from the first. If h 
is guilty punish him; and if he is guilty, my vote 
will be the first one cast against him. But if he 


is innocent clear him. . 
Mr. VAN WYCEK. I will occupy the floor fo r 

a moment with the permission of ‘the centleman 

I deem it necessary to make a sug- 


upon the floor and the subject-matter of the charg 
against Captain Davis was referred to. The a" 


asked me to yield the floor to him might leave the 
impression that there was something | personal be- 
tween us. There was of course nothing of the 
kind. The reason why I could not yie ld . hi 
was that my hour had nearly expired, and if ‘I 
yielded to him I would not have had an opportu- 
nity to finish my remarks. 

1 say here now, in justice to myself : and to tl 
members of the committee, that there has been 
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no desire whatever to fasten any charge upon the 
brother of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, or 
upon any other man. When the gentleman first 
spoke to me about his brother’s matter, I sym- 
pathized with him. [| told him that I would cail 
the committee together immediately, and give 
him an opportunity to appear before the commit- 
tee, and make any explanation he desired to make 
on his brother’s behalf. That was the first int- 
mation that the gentleman gave me that there was 
any matter of complaint which he had on his 
brother’s account, or on hisown account, against 
the committee. When it was mentioned, as I have 
already said, | immediately gave notice to the 
members of the committee, and gathered them 
together in their room. The committee then gave 








Mr. Davis an opportunity to come before them, | 
and he did come, and make his statement. The | 


committee gave hima respectful and patient hear- 
ing. At the next meeting, which I believe was = 
same or the next evening, the matter was under 
consultation by the committee, and it was then 
resolved that Captain Davis should have an op- 


portunity to come before the committee and make | 


any explanation that he desired. A statement was 
made to the committee that it would cost $500 to 
get Captain Davis here from St. Louis. The com- 
mittee were willing that Captain Davis should 
come before them, and make his statement. The 
statement that it would cost $500 to bring him 
here from St. Louis was made before that time, 


and before 1 had any intimation that the gentle- | 


man from Pennsylvania or his brother felt ag- 
grieved by anything which was contained in this 
report. So far as | am concerned, I had the most 
kindly feelings for the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania and for his brother. I felt disposed with 
the committee to extend towards him every fa- 
cility for explanation by his brother, or by him- 
self. Therefore | have a right to think strange of 
the gentleman’s remarks. As far as I am con- 
cerned, I have done all I could to have any injus- 
tice done to his brother corrected. But at this 
time the committee are not paying fees to men 
employed in the public service. They are sum- 
moned by letter or subpena. We have discon- 
tinued to fee those in the employ of the Govern- 
ment. If those who are summoned do notcome, 
then we may possibly ask the House to adopta 
resolution that they shall be made to come. 

| have feltit due to myself, from the disposition 
manifested by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
during my speech, to make this explanation in 
regard to the matter of Captain Davis. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The fact has been mentioned, 
I believe, that Captain Davis is a quartermaster 
with the title of captain. Immediately after the 
publication of this report last December the com- 
mittee were in session in Cincinnati, and a friend 
of Captain Davis brought to our attention the fact 
that injustice had been done to him. I was then 
acting for the committee, and I took the earliest 
moment of saying that every opportunity would 
be offered to Captain Davis to appear before the 
committee, and to correct auy error into which 
the committee had fallen. 

It has been properly suggested, I think, that 
this matter should be postponed for consideration 
toa future day. The gentleman from Illinois, 
(Mr. Wasusurne,] a member of the committee, 
is absent on account of a misfortune of adomestic 
character. [| ask the unanimous consent of the 
House to offer a resolution to come in after the 
others, and then I will move to postpone the whole 
subject. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That Hon. Simon Cameron, late Secretary of 
War, by investing Alexander Cummings, without requir- 
ing from him any guarantee for the faithful performance of 
his duties, with the control of large sums of the public 
money, and authority to purchase without restriction large 
‘mounts of military supplies; and the Secretary of the 
Navy, in the employment of George D. Morgan, without 
requiring any such guarantee, in the purchase of a large 
vu uber of vessels for the public use, with a compensation 
dependent on the prices paid, and receivable from the seller, 
‘tistead of employing re sponsible officers of the Govern- 
nent, lave adopted a policy highly injurious to the public 

rviee, destructive of public economy and public confi 
ice, and deserve the censure of this House. 





bt was no objection, and the resolution was 
received, 
_ Mr. STEVENS. 
lution ? 
Mr. HOLMAN. 
Mr. STEVENS. 


This is an additional reso- 


Yes, sir. 
I do not understand the gen- 
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toches, now parishes of Sabine 


| representatives, ce 


tleman to ask a vote on my amendment, for I 
want to be heard on It. ; 

Mr. FENTON. I move to still further amend 
by adding the following proviso: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so con 
strued as to exonerate the Government from the payment 
of any claims arising from advances made in good faith on 
certificates made by authorized officers of the Government. 


Mr. SEDG WICK moved that the whole sub- 
ject be postponed until Tuesday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

CAPTURE OF FORT MENRY. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. 1 ask unanimous consent 
of the House to have read the paper I send to the 
Clerk. 

There was no objection, and the Clerk read, as 
follows: 

Unirep States Frac STEAMER CINCINNATI, 
Orr Fort Henry, Tennessee RIveR, 
February 6, 1862. 
Hon. G. Wettes, Secretary of the Navy: 

The gunboats under my command—Essex, Commander 
Porter; Carondelet, Commander Walke; Cincinnati,Com 
mander Stemebel; St. Louis, Lieutenant Commanding 
Paulding; Conestoga, Lieutenant Commanding Phelps ; 
Taylor, Lieutenant Commanding Quinn; and Lexington, 
Lieutenant Commanding Shirb—after asevere and rapid fire 
of one hour and a quarter have captured Fort Henry, and 
have taken General Lloyd Tilghman, and his staff, with 
sixty men as prisoners. ‘Tbe surrender to the gunboats was 
unconditional as we keptan open fire upon them until their 
flag was struck. In half an hour after the surrender I handed 
the fort and prisoners over to General Grant, commanding 
the army, on his arrival atthe fortinforce. ‘The Essex had 
a shot in her boilers, and after fighting most effectually for 
two thirds of the action was obliged to drop down the river, 
as I hear that several of her men were scalded to death, in 
cluding the two pilots. She with the other gunboats, offi 
cers, and men, fought with the greatest gallantry. The 
Cincinnati received thirty-one shots, and had one man 
killed, and eight wounded, two seriously. The fort, with 
twenty guns and seventeen mortars, was defended by Gen 
eral Tilghman with the most determined gallantry. I will 
write as soon as possible. I have sent Lieutenant Com 
manding Philips and three gunboats after the rebel gun 
boats. A. H. FOOTE, Flag Officer. 


[Great applause upon the floor and in the gal- | 


leries. } 
ADJOURNMENT OVER. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE moved that when the House 
adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next. ; 

The motion was agreed to. 

JOHN A. SMITH. 

Mr. PENDLETON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported back House bill No. 183, pro- 
viding for the settlement of the accounts of John 
A. Smith, clerk of the cireuit and criminal court 
of the District of Columbia, with the recommend- 
ation that it do pass. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. PENDLETON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed, and also meved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 


-ord- 


} table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ILEIRS OF MAJOR RIPLEY. 

Mr. PERRY, from the Committee on. Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Major John Ripley; which was read a 

J prey 
first and second time, referred to the Committee 


| of the Whole House, and, together with the ac- 


companying report, ordered to be printed. 
LAND CLAIMS IN LOUISIANA. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania, from the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, reported back 
with an amendment, bill of the House No. 114, 
authorizing floats to issue in satisfaction of claims 
against the United States for lands sold by them 
within thé Las Ormigas and La Nana grants, in 
the State of Louisiana. 

The bill was read. The first section proviles 
thatthe Commissioner of the General Land Office 
shall issue and deliver to the respective owner or 
owners of the Las Ormigas and La Nana tracts 
of land, formerly situate in the parish of Natchi- 

| and De Soto, in 
Louisiana, or to his or their assigns or other legal 
rtificates or floats in the usual 
form, for so much land as may have been sold, 
donated, granted, or reserved by the United States 
within said tracts or either of them; which certif- 
icates or floats may.be located by the owner or 
holder thereof on any lands belonging to the Uni- 
ted States, and subject to private entry ata price 
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not exceeding $1 25 per acre, and the certificates 
or floats shall be in full satisfaction of all claims 
against the United States for lands so sold, do- 
nated, granted, or reserved. The second section 
provides that the act shall take effect immediately. 

The amendment r ported by the committee was 
as follows: } 


Add at the end of section one the following : 

Provided, That as a condition precedent to the issuing 
of the floats heragnbefore authorized, the claimant or claim- 
ants shall present to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office satistactory evidence of title thereto, and that such 
claimants have been, and continue to be loyal to the Gov 
ernment of the United States. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. I will make a 
brief statement of the facts in this case, and then 
I am sure there will be no objection to the passage 
of the bill. 

Mr. HOLM AN. I desire to inquire of the freon- 
tleman whether this authority to make a location 
elsewhere than in Louisiana results from the in- 
ability of the parties now to locate within the 
limits of that State? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. I will speak 
on that point.* This bill, although a private bill, 
is in fact a bill to carry out, as far as the parties 
interested in this claim are concerned, a treaty 
stipulation between the United States and France 
contained in the treaty of Paris of 1803, under 
which we acquired the province of Louisiana. 
The two grants in question, the Las Ormigas and 
the La Nana, were concessions made about the 
year 1798 by the military commandants of posts 
belonging to the Spanish Government within the 
Territory of Louisiana. They were not in their 
nature absolute and perfect titles, but were what 
were termed by the courts imperfect and inchoate 
titles. It required, in order to perfect the titles, 
grants of the military Governors. Those grants 
were never issued by the Spanish Government; 
but after the concession Spain parted with her title 
to France, France assuming all the obligations 
which rested upon Spain with reference to the own- 
ers of land within the Territory of Louisiana. 
France afterwards, by the treaty of 1803, trans- 
ferred the Territory to the United States, and the 
United States, by a clause in that treaty, under- 
took to protect all the private rights of Spanish 
subjects, or of claimants of lands or other prop- 
erty within the ‘Territory of Louisiana. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. 1 would inquire of the 
gentleman if this claim has been adjudicated upon 
and decided valid in the Supreme Court? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. Yes, sir; I wil: 
call the attention of the Hous 
ment. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE, 
by the United States. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. Portions of 
these two grants have been sold by the United 
States. , 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. And this bill proposes to 


satisfy the claimants with floats for the land thus 


to that In a mo- 


The land has been sold 


Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Then it is the claim I un- 
derstood it to be. I wanted to be certain. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. By an act of 
Congress the claimants under these imperféct and 
inchoate titles were authorized to present their 
claims to the district court of the United States 
for the district of Louisiana, and the district court 
might confirm or reject the claims, the 
having the right of appeal. 

The claimants of the Las Ormizas and La Nana 
grants, In pursuance of this act 3, filed 
their petition in the district court of the United 
States for the district of Louisiana; and there, upon 
adjudication, it was held that the titles were per- 
fect. A decree was made for the confirmation of 
the titles; and a further decree was made that for 
any lands which had been taken by the United 
States after the date of the treaty and before the 
date of confirmation the parties should be 


parti 


t 


of Congres 


in lem- 
nified by locating a similar quantity of land on 
ther publie lands of the United State 
The case came before the Supreme Court of the 
United States by an appeal, and the 
Court affirmed the decision of the district court 
o far as the decision of the district court went 


moupreme 


merely to the confirmation of titles; but so far as 
the district court had undertaken to give indem- 
nity to the claimants by giving them the right to 
locate a similar quantity of land upon other lands 
of the United States, that decree was reversed, 





8 THE 


for the simple reason that the district court of the 

United States had no jurisdiction over the subject. 

In t) opinion delivered by Judge Campbell, re- 
| 15th Howard, it is said: 

Phat portion of the decree which provides that the pe 

rs be entitled to locate so many acres of land as have 

time been sold or otherwise disposed of, out of said 

by the United States, or any other unappro 

priated land belonging to the United States, within the Stat 

of Louisiana, falls within the objections stated in the case 

of the United States vs. Moure nd of the 


be Sy ore he 
at this terfi, and cannot be 


ree Of the district court 


United States vs. McDonogh, 
maintained. ‘To this ext 


reversed. 


ut the dk 
Che effect of which reversal and of the decree rendered 
istoexemptthe lands sold or di po ed of by the nited States 
trom the nofthe plaintiffs claim, and to leave the 
question of indemnity between the plaintiff and the polit 
ical department of this Governinent,”’ 


oye rath 


[hese claimants have, in pursuance of that de- 
m, come to the political department of the 
(a0V nment for redress; and a bill similar to this 
reported by the Committee on Privats Land 
Claims atth last re rular session of Congr ss, but 
i } 1 « t & nd t that time, 
Ay inquiry was submitt d to the di rulshed 
I iWwho Ww na i ead of the Land 
Office: and, in reply, he wrote a letter to the chair- 
\ f the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
exp ! his itisfaction with the bill. I send 
that letter to the Clerk’s desk to be read. 
Phe Clerk read the letter, as follows: 
Genera Lanp Orrice, December 21, 1860. 


“in: [have the honor to return herewith the draft of a 
authorize the issue of certificates or floats in satis 
1 of claims for lands disposed of by the United States 
vithin the limits of the La Nana and Las Ormigas grants, 
1 Louisiana. 


I see no objection to the terms of the bill of it ay 
and, by the decision of the Supreme ¢ (15 Howard 
p. 9.) the question of indemnity i covediiy r erred to the 
political department of the Government, aud the court be 
low has no jurisdiction 


With great respect, your obedient servant, 
JOS. WILSON, Commissioner. 
Hon. Jacon Tuompson, Secreta y of the Interior. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Spe aker, 
it would ly inno sible to indemnify = Wei elk Llm- 
nts if you compelled them to receive lands in the 


State of Louisiana. In the first place, it is well 
k wn that the choice lands in that State have 
been already appropriated, and,in the next place, 
nt rae t disturbed condition of th country, 
! l absolut ly impos ible thus to indemnity 
‘ 1. 

W ith reeard to the quantity of land which these 
claimants wilt iV ,lwi 1 to state to the House 
hat L have made an inquiry of the Commissioner 
of t General Land Office, and he has furnished 


ve with a statement whit ns os sire to have read. 


GENERAL LAND OFFice, January 20, 1862. 
Sin: Pursuant to your oral request of this morning, I 
have the honorto submit the following statement, showing 
quantity of land within the La Nana and Las Ormigas 
rants in Louisiana which was sold or otherwise disposed 


of by the United States prior to the confirmation of those 
vrants in 1846: 

l Nana Las Ormizas. 

Acres. Acres. 

St TSOs Aacondvess ue EMR IO. hidiiceges 2,073.00 

“6 isnanesees 1,579.64 t Bakes keke 1,547.28 

Disebns ee 1,129.20 “6 Sosscsens *1,460.00 

“6 be chaueesk eieeecde ce Lodoh odnine *1,280.00 

11,117.34 6,350.28 

LI.117.34 

OE GOINOD 6. nkc i dannii wanias c0snsinckrivneds 17,477.62 

Sections 16, and parts of, (estimated.) 


With great respect, your obedient servant, 
J. W. EDMUNDS, 
Commissioner. 
tlon. 8. 8. Barr, House of Representatives. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. 
in mind that this land has been 
ted States from these 

Mr. BINGHAM. I desire, with the permission 
of the gentleman, to move an additional amend- 
ment to the bill, to which I think he will have no 
objection. It is to add the following additional 
proviso to the of the bill: 


It mustbe borne 
taken by the Uni- 
claimants. 


first section 
And provided further, That such certificates and floats 
shall not exceed in gross seventeen thousand four hundred 
and seventy-seven and sixty-two one hundredths acres. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. 
jection to that, 
to be dur aut the ¢ 


Th sec 


an acre, 


l have no ob- 
That is the amount ascertained 
reneral Land Office. 

laimants ask indemnity in lands at $1 25 
The Government has had the proceeds 
of their lands for many years; and if the parties 
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had been indemnifi 
terest upon it, the 


d in money, counting the in- 
amount of indemnity would 
have largely exceeded the value of this amount of 
land. I now move the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, 

The amendment proposed by Mr 
arreed to. ar" ; 

The amendment reported by the Committee on 
Private Land Claims was also agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 

ead a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed, 

Mr. BL AIR, of Pennsy eee moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed, and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

NEIRS OF STEPITEN 

Ir. WALTON, of Maine, from the Committee 

on Private Land Claims, reported a bill to author- 
ize the Court of Claims of the United States to 
hear and determine the claim of the heirs of Ste- 
phen Johnston, deceased; which was read a first 


. BinGHAM was 


JOUNSTON,. 


and second time by its title. | 


Mr. WALTON, of Maine. I ask for the read- 
ing of the report which accompanies the bill. 

The report was read, 

Mr. WALTON, of Maine. 
be put upon its passage; 
the previous question. 

The question was on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Is itin order to move to refer 
the bill to a Committee of the Whole House? 

The SPEAKER. Not during the demand for 
the previous question. 

The bill was read. The preamble recites, that 
by an act of Congress of July 20, 1840, for the 
relief of the children of Stephen Johnston, de- 
ceased, the heirs were authorized to surrender to 
the United States certain lands, and to receive in 
lieu thereof a certificate receivable in pay ment at 
any land office of the United States for any half 

ction of land not subject to preémption. That 
said heirs, in pursuance of the provisions of such 
act, did, on the 2d day of February, 1841, sur- 
render said land, and did receive a certificate, and 
did thereafter twice make application to the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office for the pur- 
chase of half a section of the public lands of the 
United States with said certificate, which several 
applications were refused by the said Commis- 
sioner, although at the time they were made the 
lands applied for were duly authorized to be sold. 
That the manifest intention of Congress to give to 
said heirs the right to make choice of, and pur- 
chase with such certificate, one half section of the 
public lands of the United States, in order to com- 
pensate them for the loss of a judicious selection 
of land given to them by the provisions of a treaty 
made by the United States with a. Potawatomie 
Indians on the 16th of October, 182 That since 
the passage 


l ask that the bill 
and upon that I move 


tificate the most valuable lands of: the United 
States have been disposed of and made subject to 
preémption, and the holders of the certificate have 
been deprived of the use thereof in the purchase 
of such valuable lands by reason of the deeision 
aforesaid. 
the United States on which said certificate can be 
used affording anything like just compensation 
to the heirs for the loss of a judicious selection for 
them under the provisions of the treaty. 

The bill, therefore, refers the claim of the heirs 
of Stephen Johnston, deceased, back to the Court 
of Claims of the United States, together with the 
record and papers in the case of Stephen Johnston 
and others against the United States, formerly 
heard in said court. It authorizes and directs the 
court, thereupon, to order proof to be taken of the 

value of such a selection of a half section of land 

as said heirs were justly and equitably entitled to, 
as it was on the 2d of Fe -bruary, 1841. In esti- 
mating such value, all or any of ihe improvements 
on the land shall not be considered, but the value 
of such selection shall be estimated, considering 
its natural advantages, position, &c., and any in- 
crease of value from e xtrinsic and general causes, 
from the date aforesaid. 

The second section enacts that when the value 
of such a selection shall be so ascertained by the 
proof, and determined by the court, the court shall 


That there are now no public lands of | 


KF ebruary 4, 


add i inte terest on the value so dew rmined from F eb. 
ruary 2, 1841, and ascertain and determine wha 
amount ‘of land scrip of the United States may 
necessary to be issued to said heirs in compens 
tion and satisfaction of the amount so ascertai; 
and determined by the court; and ther upon sa i 
court shall order the amount so ascertained to | 
issued. It authorizes and requires the Secretary 
of the Interior of the United States, on the orde, 
aforesaid, and on the surrender tothe United States 
of the land certificate, now held by said heirs, to 
cause to be issued to said heirs, to wit:.St pee n 
Johnston, and his heirs and assigns, and | 
Winans, and her heirs and assigns, in equa! pro- 
portions, land scrip of the United States to the 
amount ascertained and determined by the court 
as aforesaid, which scrip shall be receivable jy 
payment for any lands of the United States sy 
ject to private entry, the minimum price of whi 
shall not exceed $1 25 per acre for every 


| mentioned in the ‘certificate of scrip so issued. 


This land scrip, if offered, shall be receivab\: 
payment for any lands of the United States ¢! 
sale of which is ‘authorized by law. Its value is 
to be estimated at $1 25 for every acre of la: 
therein named; that is to say, scrip for eighty 
acres of land shall be deemed value for $100, 
shall be received as so much money when offer: d 
in payment for land worth more than $1 25 per 
acre. The same rule is to apply to the scrip issu‘ ed 
for a greater or a lesser number of acres. Thy 
scrip 1s to be assignable by indorsement, and is 
to be issued in le gal subdivisions in the following 
manner: For eac h section there are to be issued 
one certificate for one hundred and sixty acres, 
four certifiates for eighty acres each, and four cer 
tificates for forty acres each; provided that wh 
so issued and delivered it shall be in full tals, 
tion and i ca Mi of the claim. 


DEFENSES OF WASHINGTON. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I rise to a privi- 


leged question. I desire to make a report from t 
committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 165 
making an appropriation for completing the d 
fenses of Washington, and for other purposes. 

The report was read. It recommends that! 
House agree to the amendment of the Senate, 
disagreed to by the House, with the following 
amendment: 

Strike out all of section three, and insert the following 
lieu therof: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no volunteers 01 
militia from any State or Territory shall be mustered int 
the service of the United States on any terms or conditi 


| confining their services to the limits of such State or Ter 


ritory, or their vicinity, beyond the number of ten thousand 
in Missouri, and four thousand five hundred in Maryland 
heretofore authorized by the President of the United States 


| or Secretary of War to be raised in said States. 


of said act and the coe of said cer- || 





Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The question d dis- 
cussed and settled by the committee of conferenc: 
was in relation to the troops already mustered 1! 


St 


| the States of Missouri and Maryland, with th 


conditions annexed. The House committee was 
in favor of extending the principle so as to inc om 
also the force proposed to be raised in Kentuck 
by the bill for that purpose which had passed the 
House. But inasmuch as the calling out of those 
troops in Kentucky depends on the passage of 
that bill in the Senate, the committee on the part 
of the House did not feel at liberty to insist upon 
it, after securing the privilege for those troops 
that had been already organized in Maryland : . 
Missouri. We agreed to this, furthermore, | 
cause it was conceded by the House commit | 
and Senate committee that the State of Kentucky 
would be allowed the same force in the same W2) 


| —that what had been admitted in the State. 
| Missouri and Maryland could not, in justice, 


refused to Kentucky and other border States 
the same ground. 
Mr. WICKLIFFE. Will the gentleman fr 
Missouri yield to me? . 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Certainly, sir 
Mr. WICKLIFF E. Ishall make no oppos 
tion to the report of the committee of euotes rel 
nor do I believe that I would have a right, 
the rules, to offer any amendment to that re} 
I rise simply for the purpose of saying that 
have wished that this amendment had ¢ 
plied to the case of troops organized without tt 
consent of an act of Congress. I knew very 
Mr. Chairman, when that amendment can fi 
the Senate,and when Lknew the source from W! 
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it emanated, that it was not so much intended to 
strike at Missouri and Maryland as it was at Ken- 
tucky. But, sir, feeling encouraged by the small 
battle that we had down there at Somerset, the ad- 
vance of our troops to the Tennessee border, and 
the capture of Fort Henry, [am perfectly satisfied 
to allow this bill to pass as it is, feeling sure that 
before the session closes, those gentlemen who 
have opposed the privilege of raising in Kentucky 
even ten thousand troops, under the conditions we 
have asked, will see the necessity of such a force. 
Look at your map and see the country you have 
to defend, and I will rely upon the good sense of 
this House, or rather of the Senate, for the House 
have passed the bill, to grant that privilege to the 


State of Kentucky, which the States of Maryland | 


and Missouri now enjoy in this respect. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 1 desire to — 
the gentleman from Kentucky in one particular. 
In my opinion, the Senate amendment to the bill 


was not directed at Kentucky at all, but was, on | 


the contrary, directed at the States of Maryland 
and Missouri, in which this class of troops had 
been raised, as is alleged, without authority. The 
sentiment, so far as I could gather it from the 
committee of conference, was in favor of grant- 
ing the description of troopsasked for Kentucky; 
but they thought it should be done upon an act of 
Congress, or by the authority of Congress. And 
we regarded the admission by the committee of 
conference, in conceding to us all the troops raised 
in Missouri and Maryland, as an indication that 
similar troops would be allowed to be raised upon 
similar conditions in other States where they were 
required. Otherwise, the committee on the part of 
the House would not have assented to the amend- 
ment as reported. 

I move the previous question on the adoption 
of the report. 

The previous ae was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be eg 

Mr. LOVEJOY moved to lay the report of the 
committee of conference on the table. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The report was adopted. 

Mr. OLIN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the report was adopted; dnd also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

HEIRS OF STEPHEN JOHNSTON—AGAIN. 

The question recurred upon ordering the bill 
under consideration, reported by Mr. Watton, 
of Maine, from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, to be engrossed and read a third time; 
upon which a demand for the previous question 
was pending. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Maine whether this subject has once 
been before the Court of Claims? 

Mr. WALTON, of Maine. It has. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Was there a judgment in con- 
formity with the terms of this bill? 

Mr. WALTON, of Maine. No; the judgment 


was adverse to the claims then presented, But this 


bill furnishes authority to place the claim upon new | 


grounds, on which the court may afford relief. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It seems to me if this claim 
has been once before the Coprt of Claims, and 
there has been a decision against it, it ought to be 
more fully understood before we undertake to pass 
this bill. I therefore move to refer it to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. 

Mr. WALTON, of Maine. The gentleman does 
not understand me. This bill has never been be- 
fore the Court of Claims. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Has the subject itself ever 
been before that court? 

Mr.WALTON, of Maine. I stated thatit had, 
and that we did not differ from the court in the 
decision rendered upon it; but we report a bill giv- 
ing a new and distinct remedy, one which we 
think will reach the equity of the case. The com- 
mittee were of the opinion that it was a very clear 
case of justice and equity, and that it ought not 
to be longer delayed. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It seems to me we ought to 
give = matter more consideration before we pass 
this bill, 


_ Mr. OLIN. I ask the gentleman to yield to me 
for a moment. 


Mr. WALTON, of Maine. I cannot yield fur- 


er, except for inquiry or explanation. I insist 
on my demand for the previous question. 


th 
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The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was orderé d to be put. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Thisbill has not been printed; 
and I move to Jay it on the table 

Mr. OLIN. Is a motion to adjourn in order? 

The SPEAKER. 


That motion is always in 


| order. 


Mr. OLIN. I move that the House adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
twenty minutes before four o’clock, Pp. m.) the 
House adjourned until Monday next, at twelve 


| o’clock, m. e 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 10, 1862. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpeRLanp. 
The Journal of Friday last was read. 
Mr. HALE. [rise to a privileged question in 


relation to the Journal. I noticed what I thought 


| was a slight error in the reading of the Journal; 


and it is important, inasmuch as it relates to pri- 


| vate rights. I refer to that portion of the Journal 


which says that so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to a vote of thanks to Commodore 
Dupont was referred to the Naval Committee. It 
was not so; but there was a special message and 


a special recommendation; and the law requires 


that there should be such a one in order to give 
Commodore Dupont the advantage of that vote 
of the Senate. I wish the Journal to be corrected 
accordingly. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
rected. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of the 
Navy, in answer to a resolution of the Senate of 
the 30th of January, in relation to the ship-of-war 
Franklin; which, on motion of Mr. Hare, was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

RESOLUTIONS OF STATE LEGISLATURES. 

Mr. KING. I desire to present a resolution of 


| the Legislature of the State of New York, which 


I will read: 
Resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) That our Senators 


| and Representatives in Congress be requested to procure, 


if possible, such a modification of the acts already passed, 
and such provisions in acts hereafter to be passed, for the 
purpose of raising revenue, as that the entire amount to be 
raised in any State, by any mode of taxation, except by 
duties upon imports, may be ascertained by some reasonable 
method of estimating the same, and that each State be al- 
lowed to assume the payment of such amount, and to assess 
and collect the same in accordance with its own laws and 
through its own officers. 
In Senate, January 23, 1862. 
The foregoing resolution was duly passed. 
By order the Senate. 
JAMES TERWILLIGER, Clerk. 


In AssEMBLY, January 25, 1862. 

The foregoing resolution was duly passed. 

By order the Assembly. 

J. B. CUSHMAN, Clerk. 

I move its reference to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SAULSBURY presented resolutioNs of the 
Legislature of Delaware, in favor of an appropri- 
ation to erect a suitable fortification for the pro- 
tection of the Delaware bay and river, and an 
appropriation for the completion of the railroad 
from Milford to the Delaware breakwater; which 
were referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and the Militia, and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT presented the pro- 


ceedings of a meeting of the citizens of Hyde 


| county, North Carolina, held at Hatteras on the 


10th of January, insisting upon their right of rep- 


| resentation in Congress; which were ordered to 
| lie on the table. 


Mr. KING presented a memorial from the 
Chamber of Commerce of the State of New York, 
praying for the immediate adoption of a revenue 
system, whereby the credit of the country shall be 
reéstablished upon a firm basis; which was re- 


| ferred to the Committee on Finance. 


He also presented a petition of the merchants 
and insurers of the port of New York, praying 


| for an amendment of the law concerning pilots 


and pilotage; which was referred to the Commit- 


| tee on Commerce. 


He also presented a petition of citizens of New 


It will be so cor- 
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York, praying for the organization of territorial 
governments in the seceded States; which was 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of north- 
ern New York, praying for the speedy abrogation 
of the reciprocity treaty between the United States 
and Great Britain; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. HOWARD presented a memorial of Wet- 
more & Co., and others, citizens of Marquette, 
Michigan, praying for the establishment of mil- 
itary defenses on the south shore of Lake Supe- 
rior; which was referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a petition of A. F. Moore 
and one hundred and twenty-nine others, citizens 
of Dexter, Maine, praying ‘Congress to drop the 
negro question and attend to the business of the 
cpuntry, sustain the President and General Me- 

fellan, punish frauds on the Treasury, enforce 
economy, and maintain the Constitution; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens 
of Litchfield, Maine, praying for the total abolition 
of slavery throughout-the country, and that pro 
vision may be made by law for calling on all the 
inhabitants of the United States, bond and free, to 
aid in the support of the Government; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Charl- 
ton, Massachusetts, praying for the total abolition 
of slavery throughout the country; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 7 

Mr. TRUMBULL presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Warren county, Illinois, praying that th 
Army may not be used*to protect slavery or th 
property of rebels, and that if necessary emanei 
pation should be proclaimed, with compensation to 
loyal masters for their slaves; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. DIXON presented the memorial of Lieu- 
tenant M. B. Woolsey, praying to be restored to 
the active list in the United States Navy; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FESSENDEN, from the Committee on 
Finance, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
No. 156) making appropriations for the construe 
tion, preservationgand repairs of certain fortifi- 
cations and other works of defense, for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1863, and additional ap- 
propriations for the year ending 30th June, 1862, 
reported it with amendments. 

He also from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 240) to author- 
ize the issue of the United States notes, and to 
authorize the redemption or funding thereof, and 
funding the floating debt of the United States, re- 
ported it with amendments. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. CLARK, it was 
Ordered, That Mrs. Frances Ann MeCauley have leave 
to withdraw her petition and papers. 
NORTHWESTERN MILITARY ROAD. 


Mr. RICE submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
azreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia be requested to inquire into the expediency of 
recommending an appropriation for the purpose of com 
pleting the military road from Point Douglas, in Minnesota, 
to Superior City, Wisconsin. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. RICE gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill authorizing the banks of 
the District of Columbia to issue notes of a less 
denomination than five dollars. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, cave notice 
of his intention to ask leave to introduce a bill to 
establish a national foundery, for the purpose of 
fabricating cannon for the use of the Army and 

ean BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana, asked, and by unani- 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. No. 46) declaratory of the intent 
and meaning of a certain act therein named; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia, 

Mr. FOSTER asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution 
(S. No. 47) relating to the construction of the aet 
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of July 27, 1861, concerning the exercise of cer- 
tain powers and duties by the Secretary of the 
Treasury; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia F 

Mr. LATHAM asked, and by unanimous con- 


sent obtained, leave to bring in a joint resolution 


5S. No. 48) for the settlement of the claim of 


George McDougal, upon jusi and equitable prin- 
ciples; w hich was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 


Mr. POMEROY asked, and by unanimous con-— 


sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
191) to authorize the Platte County Railroad Com- 
pany to carry the *‘ overland mail,’’ and to receive 
pay for the same; which was read twice by its 
utle, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, asked, apd 
by unanimous consent obtained, leave to introdaee 
» bill ( S. No. 192) concerning contracts and orders 

r Government supplies; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs and the Militia. 

MESSAGE FROMTHE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Erugerines, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the following bills; in which 
the concurrence of the Senate was requested: 

A bill (No. 114) authorizing floats to issue in 
satisfaction of claims against the United States for 
iands sold by them within the Las Ormigas and 
La Nana grants, in the State of Louisiana; and 

A bill (No. 183) to provide for the settlement 
of the accounts of John A. Smith, clerk of the cir- 


cuit court and criminal court of the District of 


Columbia, 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 190) to au- 
thorize an additional issue of United States notes. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

The message furtherannounced that the Speaker 
of the House had siened an enrolled bill (H. R. 
No, 256) for the relief of Philip Speyer & Co., of 
the city of New York; which thereupon received 
the signature of the Vice President. 

WILLIAM H, NOBLES. 

Mr. NESMITH. Iam dwected by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairsand the Militia, to whom 
was referred a communication of the Secretary of 
the Lnterior, to report a joint resolution for the re- 
lief of William H. Nobles:and Lask that all prior 
orders be suspended, and that it be considered and 
passed at the present time. 

The joint resolution (S. No. 45) for the relief 
of William H. Nobles was read a first time by its 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


O; ’ he unanimous consent of the Sen- 
ate, to ler this resolution atthe present time. 
i re ‘ ‘ | 7 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let it be read. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution. Its 
ovpyect 18 to d ct the Secretary of the Interior to 
pay William H. Nobles, out of any balance of ap- 
propriauions for wagon roads under his control, 
$8,199 99 being the amount reported by him un- 
der the second section of the Army appropriation 


act, approve d Mare h 2. 1860, to be due to Nobles, 
late superintendent of the Fort Ridgely and South 
Pass wagon road. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to know if 
that resolution comes from a committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is reported from 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. NESMITH. Perhaps it would be proper 
that L should make a brief statement in relation to 
this resolution. The appropriation bill passed at 
the second session of the last Congress provided 
that before payment of these accounts the Secre- 
tary of the Interior should pass upon them, and 
report the propriety of paying the amount. Age 
companying the resolution is the report of the 
Secretary of the Interior, stating that this amount 
of $8,199 99 is found to be due to Mr. Nobles. 
The report goes on at length to state all the cir- 
cumstances connected with it, and to give all the 
items. That report was referred to the Committee 
on Military Aifairs, and accompanying the reso- 
lution there isa lengthy report from the Committee 


on Military Affairs, condensing the report of the | 


Secretary of the Interior. They came to the same 
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conclusions, and find thatthe money isactually due | 


and should be paid. This resolution provides that 
it be paid out of the balance of appropriationnow 
in the hands of the Secretary of the Interior. 

There being no objection, the joint resolution 
was read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It was re port dto the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, and was read the third time, and 
passed. aa . _ 

WASHINGTON RAILWAY. 

Mr. GRIMES. I move th@ the Senate now 
take up and proceed to the consideration of Sen- 
ate bill No. 178, to incorporate the Washington 
and Georgetown Railway Company. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. It proposes that Richard H. Wal- 
lach, John M. Brodhead, William B. Todd, Jo- 
eph Bryan, Z. C. Robbins, Edward Clark, Sayles 
J. Bowen, Henry Addison, W. H. Tenney, and 
Peter H. Watson, and their associates and as- 
signs, be created a body corporate, under the name 
of the Washington and Georgetown Railroad 
Company, with authority to construct and lay 
down a double track railway, with the necessary 
switches and turn-outs, in the cities of George- 
town and Washington, in the District of Colum- 
bia, through and along the following avenues and 
streets: commencing on Bridge street, at its inter- 
section with High street, or at such pointon Bridge 
street east thereof, in the city of Georgetown, as 
may be designated by the corporate authorities 
thereof, along Bridge street to its intersection with 
the street running to the tubular bridge over Rock 
creek to Pennsylvania avenue, in the city of Wash- 
ington; along that avenue to Fifteenth street west; 
along that street south to Pennsylvania avenue; 
along thatavenue to the foot ofthe Capitol grounds; 
thence, around the northern boundary of the Cap- 
itol grounds, to the northern gate thereof; through 
the same, to the southern gate; thence, along their 
southern boundary, easterly to Pennsylvania ave- 
nue; along that avenue to Eighth street east, or 
Garrison street; and along that street south to the 
navy-yard gate, with a lateral read connecting 
the main road with New Jersey avenue, at its 
intersection with the depot of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Company; also a railway from the 
depot, along New Jersey, Massachusetts, and 
New York avenues, to intersect the main road 
near the State Department; also a railway com- 
mencing at Boundary street north, and running 
down Seventh street west to Pennsylvaniaavenue, 
or to the Potomac; also a railway commencing at 
Boundary street north, and running down Four- 
teenth street west to Pennsylvania avenue, or to 
the Potomac; with the right to run public carriages 
thereon, drawn by horse power, receiving there- 
for a rate of fare not exceeding five cents a pas- 
senger for any distance between any and all the 
termini of the road; the use and maintenance of 
the roads are to be subject to the municipal regu- 
lations of the cities of Washington and George- 
town, respectively, and whenever the Capitol 

suunds shall be enlarged, the routes are to be 
made @ conform thereto. The roads are to be 
deemed real estate, and, together with other real 
property, and the personal property of the body 
corporate, are to be liable to taxation as other real 
estate and personal property in the District cities 
are, With certain exceptions. 

Ten per centum of the gross receipts for fares 
on the read is to be paid over to the cities of George- 
town and Washington, to be divided according to 
the relative population of the two cities, and to be 
applied exclusively to the support of the free pub- 
lic schools; and while that amount shall be duly 
paid, the realty of the roads is to be exempt from 
any other taxation. ‘The railways are to be laid 
in the centers of the avenues and streets, in the 
most approved manner adapted for street rail- 
ways, with rails of the most approved patterns, 
to be determined by the Secretary of the Interior, 
laid upon an even surface with the pavement of 
the streets. The gauge of the tracks and the space 
between them is to be not less than four feet nor 
more than six feet, and the carriages are not to be 
less than six feet in width, the gauge to corre- 
spond with that of the Baltimore and Ohio rail- 
road. 

The railroad corporation is to be bound to keep 
the track and the pavements within and for the 

| space of two feet beyond the outer rail always in 
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good order, without expense to the United States 
or the cities of Georgetown and Washington. _ 
The privileges to this company are to continy, 
for the term of thirty years; but at any time within 
five years after the completion of the roads the 
Congress of the United States may alter, fix, and 
| regulate the fare chargeable on the roads for and 
during the next ensuing five years, and in like 
manner during the existence and continuance of 
the grant at the expiration of every succeedine 
five years. The Government will also retain 
power, at any time, at their option, to alter the 
grade, or otherwise improve Pennsylvania avenue 
and such other avenues and streets as may be oc- 
cupied by these roads, or the cities of Washing- 
ton and Georgetown, of such streets and avenues 
as may be under their respective authority and 
contro], and in such event it is to be the duty of 
the company to change the level of the railroad so 
as to conform to such altered grade. Congress 
also retains power at any time to alter, amend, or 
repeal this act after it becomes operative asa law 
And nothing in it is to be so construed as to au- 
therize the railroad company to issue any note, 
token, device, scrip, or other evidence of debt to 
be used asacurrency. The capital of the com- 
pany is to be $300,000, and the stock is to be di- 
vided into shares of fifty dollars each, and to b¢ 
deemed personal property, transferable in such 
manner as the by-laws of the company may d 
rect, The company is to place first-class cars on 
the railroad, with all the modern improvements 
for the convenience and comfort of passengers, 
and to run cars thereon during the day as often 
as every five minutes, and until twelve o’clock at 
night as oftenasevery half hour; and throughout 
day and night as much oftener as public conve- 
nience may require. 

The company is to procure such passenger 
rooms, ticket offices, stables, and depots at such 
points as the business of the railroad and the con- 
venience of the public may require. And the com- 
pany is to be authorized to lay such rails through 
transverse or other streets as may be necessary 
for the exclusive purpose of connecting the stables 
and depots with the main tracks. And the com- 
pany is to be authorized to purchase or lease such 
lands or buildings as may be necessary for th 
passenger rooms, ticket offices, stables, and de- 
pots, and} in case of purchase, to execute and de- 
liver to the owner or owners, respectively, of the 
property purchased the bond and mortgage of the 
company for the whole or part of the considera- 
tion money, in case the company shall deem it 
best todo so. All articles of value that may be 
inadvertently left in any of the cars or other veli- 
cle of the company are to be taken to their prin- 
cipal depot, and entered in a book of record of 
unclaimed goods, which book is to be open to th 
inspection of the public at all reasonable hours of 
business. The United States Government is to 
have the right and authority to convey and run 
freight cars and carry freight for Government us 
over the whole or any portion of the railroad; th 
Government of the United States to pay the com- 
pany such reasonable compensation for the use of 
the railroad in the running of such-freight cars as 
may be deemed just by the Secretary of War, or 
by such other pergon as the President of the { ni- 
ted States may designate for the purpose of fixing 
such compensation. Within five days after the 
passage of this act the corporators named in the 
first section, or a majority of them, or if any re- 
fuse or neglect to act, then a majority of the re- 
mainder, are to cause books of subscription to the 
capital stock of the company to be opened, an¢ 
kept open for a period to be fixed by the corpora- 
tors, not less than ten days, and the corporators 
are to give public notice, by advertisement In th: 

| daily papers published in the city of Washington, 
of the time when and the place where the books 
will be opened; and subscribers upon the books 
to the capital stock of the company are to be held 
to be stockholders and associates of the corpora- 
tors named in the first section. Only citizens 0! 
the District of Columbia are to be entitled to sub- 
scribe during the first five days that the books 
shall be opened ; and no person, for himself or for 
another, 1s to subscribe for more than twenty 
shares, or $1,000, and to that end no subscription 
is to be allowed or received for the stock uniess 

| the person offering to make such subscription shall 
|| first make affidavit before the persons, or any on 
| of them, authorized to receive subscriptions that 





Mm 
m 


po 


ro; 





